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as high as £1 an acre. In conclusion, I de-
sire to eommend the Main Roads Depart-
ment and the Commissioner for Main Roads
upon the excellent work carried out in the
country distriets. A tremendous task had
to be undertaken and the board set about it
in an energetic manner. Of eourse, com-
plaints are made and naturally we in our
part do not consider we have had our fair
share of hitumen surfacing. We think that
too much has been done in the South-West
and not enough in our area. Nevertheless
I commend the department for the great
work that has heen done. It is now possible
to travel from Perth to the North-West in a
comparatively very short space of time.
When we know that such good work has
been accomplished, we should express our
commendation, not only of My. Tindale and
his officers, but of the men who actually did
the work, despite the fact that some people
say there have been loafers on the job.

Hon. A. Thomson:
catly all trained men.

Hon. T, MOORE: Yes, but they were not
trained to fthe joh when they starvted, and
they have earvied out excellent work. I
have pleasure in supporting the motion,

H. 8. W. Parker,

They are now praeti-

On motion by Hon.
debate adjounrned.

House adjourned at 6.4 p.m.
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The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read praycrs.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, GOLDFIELDS
EXPRESS TRAINS,.
Second-class Passengers, Additional
Comforts.
STYANTS ask('d the Minister

th. Tnilae L T e e
As the Hailway Deparitment re-

My, for
Railways:
ceives about threec times as much revenue
from sccond eclass passengers as from fivst
class passengers in fares from Kalgoorlie,
and for approximately the same outlay, will
he consider providing additional comforts
on all express trains for second elass pas-
sengers, such as—(a) move comfortable
sleeping accommodation: {b) foot warmers;
{e} hot water bottles for those booking
sleepers; (d) lounge car accommodation,

The MINISTER FOR RAILTWAYS re-
plied : The question of increasing the ameni-
ties provided for all passengers (ineluding
those travelling second elass) is and hcs
been constantly bhefore the Commissioner of
Railways. Considerable improvement has,
as members are aware, been made and it is
hoped to provide additional comforts as cir-
cumstanees permit.

CONSTITUTIONALITY OF SPEAKER'S
POSITION.
Paint of Order.

MR. HUGHES (Fast Perth) [4.33]: 1
rise to a point of order. This House is not
properly constituted for the eonduct of busi-
ness on the following srounds:—

I'n view of the fact that Mr. William Dart.
nell Johuson when last eleeted to the Tegis-
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lative Assembly of the State of Western Aus-
tralia was the owner of the lands comprised in
certificates of title vol. 1027, folio 445, vol
1057, fol. 268, and vel. 1021, fol. 893, and in
view of the fuet that there was and is still
existing therecon mortgages to the Agrienl-
tural Bank invelving the aforesaid William
Dartnell Johnson in a contraet to repay the
principal moneys with interest theveon, thus
eonstituting a contract between the aforesaid
Willinm Dartnell Johnson and the Crowa in
right of the State of Western Australia, and
in view of Section 32 of the Constitutions
Act Amendment Aet, 1839, and Scetion 33
thoreof, the election of the aforesaid William
Dartnell Johnson as a member of the Legis-
Iative Assembly was void, the aforesaid
William Dartnell Tohnson is not and has not
been sinee the last general election a member
of this House, and in view of ‘the fact that
Standing Order 8§ preseribes that only a mem-
ber of the House may be appointed Speaker
thercof the clection of the aforesaid William
Dartnell Johnson to the office of Speaker was
invalid and of no effeet and therefore the
aforesaid William Dartoell Johnson is not
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of the
State of Western Australia, but that office
has been vacant ever since the retirement of
the Hon. A, H., Panton, and in view of the
aforesaid premises the Legislative Assembly
when presided over by Mr. William Dartnell
Johnson, purporting to act as Spoaker thereof,
i3 not validiy constituted for business and all
business transaeted under the purported
speakership of the aforesaid William Duartnell
Johnson is void and of no effect.

T ask for vour ruling, Sir.

Mr, SPEAKER: I think it would have
been better had the hon. member brought
this matter under my notice previous to
bringing it up in the Honse. It is quite
clear to hon. members, including the hon.
member himself, that I am not in a position
immediately to decide sugh a point of order.
The point raised is highly technieal and con-
stitutional, .and will be suhmitted to the
proper authorities so that I may he cor-
rectly and soundly advised. In the mean-
time, the Address-in-reply has proeceded to
a certain stage, and to advance it a little
further will not make matters more serious.
I therefore propose to let the point raised
stand over until I can obtain advice that the
hon. member will respect. He can quite
sce that if [ gave a ruling now on a matter
of that deseription it could not he accepted
as authoritative, nor ean 1 be guided in
any way by the Standing Ovders. There-
fore, as T sav, the matter will be submitted
to the advisers of the Crown for considera-
tion.

[ASSEMBLY.]

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Tenth Day.—Conclusion.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) [4.37]:
Mr. Speaker, the members on the eross-
benches on this side of the House desire
to give me a pat bhefore I start, but usually
I get abuse afterwards. I join with other
memberss of the Hounse in congratulating
vou, Mr. Speaker, npon your attainment of
the position of BSpeaker; although, with
several obher Labour members, T eertainly de
not agree with the revival of the custom
of wearing the wig. T do not intend to de-
tain the House very long.

I desire to congratulate the Minister for
Employment upon the selection of the magis-
frate of fthe Children’s Cowrt. When Mr.
Schroeder was first appointed to the posi-
tion, I had what I considered to be, in my
opinion, justifiable reason for not eommend-
ing the appointment. I clashed with Mr.
Schroeder in a case that he heard, and I
understand that from time to time many
members of the legal profession have also
clashed with him and have refused in con-
sequence to appear before him wagain, as
they think they should not be compelled to
aecept a layman’s judgment upon the tech-
nical and legal points that are raised in the
court. Mr. Schroeder has adopted the atti-
tude of deciding each case that comes be-
fore him on its merits from a layman’s point
of view and doing justice. To my mind he
has succeeded admirably.

I desire to speak for a few moments upon
the cost of living. Sinee the increase in the
basic wage has taken place, I am sure that
every married member of the House has had
additional claims made upon his income for
the requirements of the home. The wife
has been compelled to ask for a larger
amount in order to meet the additional cost
of the eommodities that are required to sus-
tain the family. Everything one purchases
to-day has increased in price by 1d. or 2d.
and the rise in the basiec wage is not com-
mensurate with the inereased cost of eom-
modities.

During the last session of Parliament we
were lobbied in the corridors by members of
the Master Bakers’ Association, who were
holding meetings every Sunday morning with
a view to discovering how quickly they could
raise the price of bread to the purchasers.
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It is strange that not one single Country
Party member of the Opposition has raised
a protest against the price of bread to the
consumers and the profit that the Master
Millers’ Association is making from the sale
of offal to the farmers on the land.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You were not here.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I have read most of the
speeches and I have not noticed amy pro-
test. As a matter of fact, the Leader of
the Opposition himself was away having a
good time. Three years ago the JMaster
Millers’ Association decided that it should
exercise some form of control similar to that
which is exereised by the Master Bakers’
Association,

Hon. C. G. Latbam: Assisted by you.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Not assisted by me at
all.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You assisted to pass
that measure last vear.

Mr. RAPHAEL: If T did, I was 2 goat.

Hon. C. . Latham: There iz no douht
about that.

Mr. RAPHAEL: If I am a goat, you are
a bigger one.

Mr. Sampson: In any ease you are a
goat,

Mr. RAPHAEL: T will deal with the
member for Swan (Mr. Sampson) later.
Three ycars ago the millers decided
to form themselves into an association.
They decided that all the flonr mills,
wherever possible, should be brought within
the scope of the association. Up to the pre-
sent only two mills have resisted the wiles
of those who endeavoured to persuade them
fo join the association, whose aim was
to maintain the high price of offal and flonr
sold in the State. A meeting was held yes-
terday at whieh a further attempt was made
to force the non-members of the association
to link up. This they refused to do, and
the meeting was adjourned for a further
week with a view to discovering whether
some means could be found whereby they
might be induced to jein the organisation, so
that it would have a greater siranglehold
upon any prospective secondary industry
which might depend upon the commeodities
handled by the association by keeping the
cost of flour and by-produets at a high level.
The Perth price of wheat is 3s. a bushel.
Flour is £9 15s. a ton, bran is £7, and pol-
lard is £7 55. Purchasers of those commo-
dities have not the opportunity of buying
at the tonnage rate, but have to secure them
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in truck lots In Adelaide the price of wheat
is 2s, Bl%d. a bushel, flour is £8 a ton, bran
£5 17s. Gd. and pollard £ 5s. I noticed
that the membher for Swan recently took
some belated aetion in the matter by protest-
ing per medium of a question to the Minister
about the prices of these commodities.

Hon. C. G. Latham: He attended to the
matter catlicr than you did.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I have been investigat-
ing the position for the last three months,
Had I in my cleetorate as many pouliry
breeders and primary produeers as the mem-
ber for Swan has in his electorate T would
have raised an outery long hefore. In Ade-
laide bran is £5 17s. 6d. a ton and pollard is
£6 5s. a ton.

Mr. Sampson: I mentioned this matter in
my speech on the Address-in-reply.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I do not know what the
hon. memher mentioned. I did not trouhle
to read his speech. There is a difference of
£1 2s. Gd. per ton between the price of bran
in Adelaide and Perth. The price is lower
in Adelaide than it is here, bug the Millers’
Association is paying £1 12s. 64, per ton
freight to export bran to Adelaide, where
it is sold at £1 2s. 6d. less than the local
price. If that is not evidence of the exist-
ence of a combine, I should like to know
what is. Tt is time the Government took
action to afford some protection to the poul-
try-breeders and to the eonsumers of bread
in this State. In Melbourne the price of
wheat is 3s. 214d.—214d. a bushel more than
in Western Australia.

Mr. Seward: Wheat is 2s. 3d. here.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The figures I have were
compiled a few days ago, and T am guoting
the Perth price. In the country 4d. freight
has to be paid, and other charges have to
be met. I am referring to the prices in the
eapital cities. The price of wheat in Mel-
beurne is 3s. 2%%d. a bushel. Flour is
£8 25. Gd. a ton, so_that while wheat is 2%%d.
a bushel more in Melbourne than in Perth,
flour iz £1 12s, 6d. per ton less. The price
of bran is £7 in Melbourne, the same as it is
here. Pollard is £6 10s. in Melbourne, or
15s. less than it is here. Wheat is dearer
in Sydney, being 3s. 3%4d. a bushel, and the
price of flour is £8 2s. 6d. a ton. To make a
ten of flour, 45 bushels of wheat are re-
quired. The actnal eost of raw matenal is
£7 4s. The cost of gristing at 1s. a bushel
is £2 8s., bringing the total to £9 12s. The
return from offal amounts to £2 5s., which
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brings the astual vost of flour to £7 7s., to
which 5s. cartage has to be added. The
millers in this State, therefore, receive
£1 18s. more for flour than they should.
After baving been in existence for fhree
years, the Millers’ Association has a reserve
fund of between £530,000 and £55,000. This
reserve fund has been accumulated purely
and simply for the protection of members of
the association, each of whom agrees to pro-
duee a certain quantity of flour. One man
is limited to 10 tons per week, another te
20 tons, and anotheyr to 30 tons. If any
miller desires to produce more than the
quantity stipulated by the association, he has
to pay mto the rererve fund of the associa-
tion £2 per ton on the cxeess tonnage. If
the quotn is not reached, and a lesser amount
of flour is milled, the miller receives £2 per
ton from the funds of the association, which
means that he is paid £2 a week not to
produce flour.

Mr. Sampson: I hrought the guestion of
offal before the House on the 11th August.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Not much has been done
since. .

Hon. C. G. Latham: You do not expeet if
to be done hy this Government.

Mr. RAPHAREL: If it does no more than
sour Government did, it will do nothing.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It made you kick up
a noise.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I have certain friends in
the poultry husiness, and that is one reason
why I have brought this matter up. I am,
however, principally concerned about the
present cost of bread to the people of this
State.  In Victoria Park there are many
large familics, and bread represents the staff
of life to them. TUnder present conditions
the cost of commodities is going up, and
theve is no corrgsponding inerease in the
sustenance allowanges. In many cases there
15 a decrease in the allowances made by the
Chilgd Welfare Department.

Hon. C. . Latham: You know that bread
was sold cheaper in Victoria Park than in
any other portion of the metropolitan area
prior to the passing of the Bread Bill.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Nothing of the sort.
Ouly one man was selling it cheaply, and
he had only onc bakehouse. I have seen the
Leader of the Opposition getting his bread
there.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You did not. That is
one thing T have never had to do.  You
cansed the price of hread to go up.

[ASSEMBLY.]

3Mr. RAPHAEL: Not at all.

Mr. Marshall: We do not want these tales
out of school. You two get together after-
wards.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I am surprised at the
Leader of the Opposition trying to pub me
off the track. In October, 19835, the price of
wheat was 3s. 9d., and of bran and pollard
£6 38. To-day there is a difference of over
£7 with wheat at 9d. per bushel less. In
November, 1934, the price of wheat was 3s,,
Just as it is to-day. Bran and pollard were
then selling at £5 10s. per ton and £6 re-
spectively. TFlour was being sold at £9 10s.
In August, 1938, the price of wheat was 3s,,
bran £7, and pollard £7 5s. Can anyone tell
me why, with wheat at its present price, bran
should be sold at 30s. per ton more than in
an earlier year? From statisties I find that
Japan is prepared to buy our wheat, ship it
to that country, and deliver its product of
offal at £5 per ton in Australia. It
is time the Government took action against
the Millers' Association to put a stop to a
combine that is robbing the poor of their
food. There is no word other than “robbing”
I can use to meet the case. If the Govern-
ment finds it impossible, with its limited
funds, to increase the sustenance allowanees,
it should certainly do what it can to break
down the combine.

I congratulate the Government upon the

intvoduction of the five-day week. The
member for Maylands (Mr. Shearn)
traversed the same snbject, and sat

npon the rail, like a cock sparrow, on the
side of the Labour Party. He evidently did
not sce the glare of the Leader of the Na-
tional Party. I warn him to be very careful
how he congratulates a Labour Government
if he wanis the support of the party
Trom which he hopes to get endorsement for
the next election. The Government is to be
congratulated upon giving civil servants a
five-day week. I hope this is going to be the
forerunncr of its application, through the
Arbitration Court, to railway and lramway
employees, sustenanee workers, and all men
permanently engaged by the Government.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And to farmers and

dairymen.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I do not know about
them.

Mr. Mann: Why not a four-day week?

Mr. RAPHAEL: I would be guite agree-
able to that. This should be the forerunner
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of the adaptation of the policy to all the
outside emplovees of the Government. Why
should one section of the community that is
employed by the Government be picked out
for a five-day week, for preferential treat-
ment, when others just as deserving de not
get 167

Mr. Thorn: Try if in your own profession
first.

Mr. RAPHAEL: If I can get a lead from
the hon. member, I will follow it. I have
a complaint to make about the treatment
meted out 40 single men at Marquis-street.
In this instance no blame is attachable to the
Minister concerned. I have been asked on
several occasions to go to Marquis-street
and see for myself what happens to those
men. Many of them are attending hospital.
They are forced to walk from the hospital
to Marquis-street, some of them being on
erutehes while others are very sick. That is
not the worst phase of the trouble. In nu-
merous instances the officers at Marquis-
street allow the men to stand around until
about half past 12 before giving them at-
tention. A minute was put through by the
Minister, and those conditions were altered
for a time. Very soon, however, the singla
men were once more forced to hang around
For half a day, thus perhaps missing an op-
portunity of scouting for work, and being
deprived of that opportunity by the lacka-
daisieal treatment of the officers concerned.
When 1 first became a candidate for parlia-
mentary honours, it did not enter my head
-that the time would ever come that I should
have to go to the Child Welfare Department
to fight ecivil servants for a right to which
people were entitled, that is to say, fight for
an amount that had been made available by
the Government. The member for Canning
(Mr. Cross) has voiced a protest on the
same guestion. The departmental officers
from time to time say that becanse of the
improved circumstances of the person in re-
ceipt of relief, the payment will be redueed
from 256s. to 21s. T should like to quote one
partieular case, that of & widow with three
children under 14 years of age, who
would receive 36s. per week with an
added sum for her children under 14,
Should there be any children over the age
of 14, no provision at all is made for them.
We all know that at the present time youth
employment—I refer to hoys and girls—is a
serions problem, and a family is fortunate
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if some of the children are to-day not unem-
ployed. The widow receives 36s. per week
and perhaps one of the children is able to find
employment, starting at wages amonnting to
12s. 6d. or 15s. a week, and later on rising
perhaps to £1. When that child sets out to
work, the department sends out one of its
officers to make inquiries into the altered
cireumstances of the case. Then, almost
immediately, a redustion is made in the
allowance, despite the faet that there are
two adult persons in that family dependent
npon the amount being earned by one per-
son. The Child Welfare Department puts
in the hoot straight away and decreases the
gmount of the allowance. My opinion is
that the deparbment has arrived at the stage
when it should ecome under the control of a

“hoard of at least three persons. Those three

persons should have the final say in respect
of the amounts to he allocated to families.
What I mean by that is that if a family con-
siders that the treatment meted out by the
department is not fair, the head of the fam-
ily should have the right to go before the
board to appeal against the decision of the
department. At the present fime, those in re-
eeipt of sustenance have no redress what-
ever: the department decides on making a re-
duction and that is the end of the matter. I
trust the Minister will give some considera-
tion to my suggestion and remove from the
secretary of the department the power that
he at present holds, and transfer it to a
hoard. I declare definitely that there should
be a board in control, and if an individual
in receipt of sustenance should not be satis-
Hed with what is being paid to him, he
should have the right to appeal to the board
against the reduction. A little while ago the
Minister for Works asked for suggestions
that might be considered by the Government
for the purpose of providing work for these
in need of it. I can make one suggestion
now, and it is in connection with the Cause-
way. As a matter of fact, it haz already
been put hefore the Minister, but nothing
has been done to relieve the econgestion that
oceurs at the Causeway on race days and
during peak traffic periods, when those who
have occasion to use that thoroughfare are
often held up for five or ten minutes.

Mr. Cross: And sometimes for three-
quarters of an hour.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The Government has
given the member for Canning a Dbridge
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across the river and is now hoilding a bridge
for the member for Fremantle. It is due
to the Government now to satisfy members,
and partienlarly those representing eountry
constitnencies, whose desire it is—and it is
aiso my desire—to see a new Causeway con-
structed.

Mr. Cross: T put that up the other night.

Mr. RAPHAEL: We arc not worrying
about what the hon. member put up the
other night and so he can keep quict.

Mr. Marshall: The member for Canning
advoeated a new bridge to take the place of
the Causeway. )

Mr. RAPHAEL: If he did, he will not
receive my support. There is another im-
portant question to which I wish to draw
attention, and it involves the safety of life.
The Government has installed lights at the
railway crossings at Rivervale and Madding-
ton. They should also be placed at another
dangerons erossing, namely, Carlisle. Buses
have neeasion to use that erossing, and fre-
quently they earry 20 or 30 passengers.
The risk to human life by the absence of
lighting arrangements there can well be
imagined. Still another subjeet to which
I wish to refer is the regulations that have
been framed under the Native Administra-
tion Aet. We are all looking forward to
their being placed on the Table of the
Honse and, when they do appear, it will
be our delight to put the boot into them.
Some of those regulations are the most
ridienlous that could ever have been
framed. T trust they will see the light of
dav very soon, and when they do appear,
we shall not have any diffienlty in pointing
out how absurd and impossible many of
shem are.

The other day I read in the newspaper
a statement by the member for Guildford-
Midland {Hon. W. D. Johnson} in which
he explained his attitude towards starting-
price betting. T wish to dissociate myself
entirely from that statement because I con-
tend that the poorer section of the eom-
munity, those who eannot afford to go to
racecourses, have an equal right with every-
one else to have their shilling on a horse
if thev desire to indulge in & mild gamble.
Tn a democratic country such as we are
living in, & man who earns money by the
sweat of his hrow should he permitted to
spend his money in any way he likes. Tf
he chonses to leave some of it in the stari-
ing-price betting shops, I ghall not do any-
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thing to stop him. I do think, however,
it is high time that semething was done
towards putting betting operations off the
racecourse on & different footing.

Hon. C. G. Latham: What about a Royal
Commission to inquire into it?

AMr. RAPITAEL: If we had a Royal Com-
mission on the hon, member we might be
able to find ouf something; but we do not
want a Royal Commission to investigate the
sabject of betting, and neither is there any
necessity for stupid comments to be made
to bring to the light of day the conditions
existing in regard to starting-price betting.
On Saturday last I had occasion to go to
the foothal]l match at Subiaco. 1 thought
that Vietoria Park was had enough in re-
speef to betting, but Subiseo beat those
conditions by a mile. I saw hundreds of
prople on both sides of the sireet outside
hetting shops. A little while back I inves-
tigated the betting econditions in South
Australia, and in no small way either. As
far as maintaining order is concerned, the
Somth Australian conditions would be ideal
if they could be applied to Western Aus-
tralin. If a person has goods to sell he
must make provision to sell them and ac-
eommodation must he provided so that a
display ean be made of the wares. If the
starting-price shops are to be properly eon-
ducted, provision must be made for the
accommodation of hetting clients.  That is
done in South Australia where there are
large halls that are used for betting pur-
poses, and those halls are big enough to
acecommodate all the people who desire to

het. In that way the people are taken off
the streets. That is what should be done
here. T.et us econduct the business in an

orderly manner instead of allowing people
to hang around footpaths and roads where
thev congregate heecause of the fear that
the person who is conducting the hetting
business may ‘go off’’ at any moment.
The person who bets never knows what is
ooing to happen next. When the Country
Party-National Government was in power,
all were likely to ‘‘go oft’’—shopkeepers
and hettors as well.

Mr. Hughes: There is no danger of the
punters ‘‘going off,”” so that vou ean have
vour het with safety.

Mr. RAPITAEL: The position is that the
starting-price bhetting business is in urgent
need of a good eleaning un. T will not vote
for the aholition of shop hettineg. If the
mild ponter wants to have a shilling on a
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race, let him have his bet to that exteunt.
He will have my support. In Queensland
it is said that starting-price betting has
been abolished entirely, but that is not so.
It is possible to eommunicate with hundreds
of starting-price bookmakers by telephone
and in that way make a bet. The point I
wish to make is that the people of this
State recently got a taste of what might
take place if betting were confined to race-
courses. I quote as an instance what oc-
curred at the Goodwood Racecourse the
other day. The treble tote had in its bank
an amount of over £500, and taking advan-
tage of the possibility of a large attend-
ance because of that faet, the racing
club inereased its admission charge to
the enelosure from 7s. 6d. te 10as.

Mr. Hughes: And that course s eontrolled
by a good Labour supporter!

Mr, RAPHAEL: 1 do not know aboui
that, but T have indieated what happened.
If omne club ean do that, it simply shows
what others are likely to do. T will not east
my vote so that the racing elubs will have
sueh a monopoly. I hope that semething
will be done to clean up our eity streeis and
so get rid of the erowds that congregate ont-
side starting-price  bookmakers’ premises,
particularly on Saturday afternoons. The
starting-price people should he allowed to
have halls so that people who desire to do
business with them can transact it there,
and be out of the way of passers-by,

I wigh to draw attention to a new traffie
regulation that has been promulgated under
whieh motorists are not permitted o pass
trams on the wrong side. T do not know
whether members are aware that such a
regulation is in foree. Trams proceeding
along Albany-rond stop every 50 or 100
yards, and that is necessarv in order that
passengers may board or alight. I elaim
that regulation is ridirulous, particulacly
when it is considered that buses as well as
motor lorries engaged in the businesses con-
dueted by the White Roek Quarries, the Bine
Rock Quarries, the State Sawmills Depart-
ment, and other trading coneerns, operate in
that distriet. In addition, there are ordinary
motor vehicles, with the result that often
there is a long line of traffic held up behind
trams that stop every hundred yards or so.
Tt is all very ridicnlons and stupid.

Mr. Cross: It is slowing down the traflic
in one of the most dangerous roads in the
metropolitan area.
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Mr. Hegney: And a good thing, too,

Mr. RAPHAEL: If the hon. member is of
that opinion, he ought to pay a visit to the
Eastern States and see what obtains there.

Mr. Hegney: 1 have just returned from
the Eastern States.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Then the hon. member
did not open his eyes while he was there,
Another suggestion I wish to make is that
constables should be stationed at the differ-
ent erosswalks In the city. Af present
pedestrians do noft know whether to eross
and the motorists do not know whether to
proceed. Often three or four cars are lined
up and the pedestrians are to be scen dodg-
ing backwards or forwards. Until such time
as the Government is prepared to spend
money on a lighting system such as is in-
stalled in other parts of Australia, the diffi-
culty will continue. Under that lighting
system a certain time is allowed during
which pedestrians have the right-of-way, and
then another period of time elapses during
which vehicular ftraffie is permitted to
iraverse the interseetions. The present sys-
tem in Perth is ridienlous and positively
useless. 1 desire to bring under the notice
of the Minister for Justice one matter of
importance,

Mr. Thorn: He is the sole Minister left on
the Treasury bench.

Mr. RAPHAEL: He is the last of the
Mohicans! Evidently Ministers do not re-
gard me as a very good supporter of the
Government. Flas the Minister for Justice
taken into consideration whether the eash
order eompanies operating in this State have
registered as money lenders,  Section 4 of
the Money Lenders Act Amendment Aect of
1937 reads—

Section 6 of the principal Act iz repealed
and the following new scetion enacted in its
stead:—

6. (1) The registration of cvery moneyv
lender shall expire on the 30th June next
following the date when such registration
is effected. The provisions of this subsec-
tion shall apply to the registration of every
money lender registered under the Money
Lenders Act, 1912, whose registration is
current at the commeneement of the
Moncy Lenders Act Amendment Act, 1937,
and to cvery registration granted after the
commencement of the last mentioned Aet.

(2} Application for registration shall be
made in the preseribed manner to any
pelice, resident, or stipendiary magistrate
sitting in petiy sessions at the eourt of
retty sessions held ncarest to the place of
business of the applicant or nearest to the
principal place of business of the applicant,
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where the applicant has more than one
place of business,

Mr. Patriek: You suggest the cash order
companies are not registered?

Mr. RAPHAEL: I know they ave not, and
they are earrying on illegally. Section 5 re-
peals Sections 9 and 10 of the principal Aet,
and substitutes new sections, of which the
new Section 9 deals with the form of eon-
tracts and reads—

9. (1) No contract for the repayment by a
borrower of money lent to him or to any
agent on this behalf by a moncy lender after
the commencement of the Moncy Lenders
Act Amendment Act, 1937, or for the pay-
ment by him of interest on monev so lent,
and no seeurity given by the berrower or by
any such agent as aforesaid in respect of any
such econtract shall be enforceable unless a
note or memorandum in writing of the con-
tract is signed personally by the horrower
and unless a copy thereof is delivered or sent
to the horrower within seven days of the
making of the contract, and no suweh contraet
or security shall be enforceable if it is proved
that the note or memorandum aforesaid was
not signed by the borrower before the money
was lent or before the security was given, as
the case may be.

The cash order companies operating in this
State are not registered as money lending
concerns, and every person who has bor-
rowed money from such ecompauies cannot
be foreed to pay back 2s, of the money so
owed. I trust the Minister will take notiee
of my statement and see fo it that the neces-
sary action is taken with regard to regis-
tration, so as to bring the cash order com-
panies into line with other money-lending
concerns. In my opinion, thev should he
wiped ont as they are a blot on our eecon-
omic landseape. That coneludes my short
oration, and I hope that the several matiers
I have brought before the notice of the
Government will receive due consideration
along favourable lines. Before the next
session commences I trust that we shall at
least see the commencement of the construe-
tion of a new causeway.

MR. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [5.22]:
At the outset T destre to econgratulate vou,
Sir, on your elevation to the Speakership,
I have no doubt that, with your long Parlia-
mentary experience, yon will fill the posi-
tion with credit to yourself and advantage to
the House. When the time comes for you
to vacate your post I know you will be able
to look back on vour tenure with a sense of
gratification. With regard to the political
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and economic position of the State, Western
Australia is likely to pass through a very
difficnlf time in the imwmediate future. The
portents are such in practically every coun-
try, that economic and political difficulties
are definitely affecting trade, which is hav-
ing repercussions not only in Western Aus-
tralia but throughout the Commonwealth,
Western Australia is confronted with diffi-
culties principally relating to finance, which
restrict the State’s activities. For the
finaneial year, 1937-38, the revenue was
slightly over £10,000,000,

My, Hughes: That was a record for the
State.

Mr. HEGNEY: The expenditure was also
a little over £10,000,000. Of that expendi-
ture £3,000,000 was set aside for the pay-
ment of interest and sinking fund, repre-
senting about 34 per eent. of the revenue
collected by the Treasmry. The Railwayvs
spent approximately just under £3,000,000,
representing another substantial percentage
of the revenue. The Education Vote ab-
sorbed £716,000, and those three items alone
indieate how 68 per cent. of the revenue was
spent. That left 32 per cent. only with
which to earry on the other aetivities of the
State. Scveral members have suggested
that the Government should launch out
upon certain schemes. They have pointed
ont that the farmers shauld be assisted, that
a system of child endowment shounld be in-
augurated and so on, Side by side with
those suggestions there has been a demand
for a reduction in taxation. It seems fo me
that the Government is hamstrung and can-
not possibly grant any relief from taxation.

The Premier: No one seriously asked for
that.

AMr. HEGNEY : The Leader of the Oppeo-
sition argued that taxation should be re-
duced and the Leader of the National

Party said that taxation in this State
was severe. If we contrast the taxa-
tion imposed in this State with that

levied in the other States, we find that our
impost is not as severce as it is in other paris
of Australia. When the Federal Grants
Commission was examining the economic
eonditions operating in Western Australia,
it contended that until the Government im-
posed a heavier barden of taxation upon the
people the State had no substantial ground
for requesting a grant from the Federal Gaov-
ernment.
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Mr. McDonald: We have altered that.

Mr. HEGNEY : But not to any great ex-
tent. However, the arguments advaneed in
this House, to which I have drawn atten-
tion, are inconsistent. It would be necessary
to finance the schemes propounded by draw-
ing upon revenue, and yob it was suggested
that taxation should be reduced. TIn the
circumstances, regarding the differing con-
tentions together, I cannot regard them as
sonnd.

The burden of the story of Opposition
members had relation to the wheatgrowing
industry. They urged the Government to
afford the agriculturists adequate relief. We
know the Government has given them sub-
stantial relief in many directions. The Min-
ister for Lands, speaking at the recent
Wheatgrowers’ Conference, detailed what
the Government has donc during the past
three years by way of giving relief to those
engaged in the farming industryv. Further-
more, the Goverbment has given relief to
the pastoral industry in the matter of land
rents. It has tried to minimise the severity
of economie conditions in the agricultural
industry generally. In fact, it has done its
ntmost to afford relief.

Now, as regards child endowment and
other proposals of that nature submitted
to the Treasurer. In view of the finaneial
position, it is not possihle for the State
Government to inaugurate a svstem of child
endowment. Such a system is urgently
necessary throughout Australia, and it is the
bounden duty of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to inangurate it, that being the only
(Government with the necessary resources
and revenue. A former Prime Minister, Mr.
Bruce, appointed a Royal Commission to in-
vestigate the subjeet. The Commission tock
evidence over a period of two years, and
submitted a report. However, that report
was pigeonholed, and nothing was done,
though a Federal election had been fought
on the issue of child endowment, Both Mr.
Cortin and Mrs. Muscio, who were members
of the Commission, recommended that a
minimum weekly endowen{ of 5s. per child
should be paid. ' The scheme was urgently
necessary at that time, and if s still more
urgently required now. In my opinion the
memhber for Subiaco (Mrs., Cardell-Oliver)
should address her conteniions to the Com-
monwealth sphere, particularly as her own
party is in power there, and could imple-
ment the proposal. Cerfainly the State Gov-
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ernment, in view of its limited resources,
could not possibly sustain a system of child
endowment. One Australian State has
inangurated the system, but that is {the weal-
thiest of the Australian States. Moreover,
it was introduced by a Labour Government,
of whiech Mr. Lang was the head. In the
Federal sphere the National Party has been
in power for practically 20 years, but has
done nothing in the matter of child endow-
ment.

The unemployment cuestion is of the
greatest importance, affecting as it does the
welfare of the State. Durving the year just
past the Government has improved the con-
ditions of men on relief and sustenance work.
The Speech mentions that 94 per cent. of
the men in question are now in employment.
Men on the higher rates of sustenance re-
ceiving 35s. per week and over get full time
on work as long as the work lasts.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: The work does not
last long.

Mr., HEGNEY: The lon. member does
not know what she is talking about, Many
men have been employed on sewerage work,
and thai work siili coniinues. There ave
similar works in progress in the country.

Hon, C. G- Latham: Don't you think that
work should go round a hit, instead of men
heing sent out into the country for a fort-
night and then being kept ont of employ-
ment for three or four weeks?

Mr. HEGNEY : Employment on sewerage
works is depleted. Whereas a few years ago
4,000 men werc engaged on sewcrage works,
the number now is fewer than 900. Therefore
many men have to seek employment in the
country, there being no work available in
the metropolitan area.

Hon, C. G. Latham: That is a different
story from what has already been told.

Mr. HEGNEY: XNo. This Government
did not inaugurate the sewerage works. The
Leader of the Opposition made it elear that
if he was returned to power, the sewerage
works would be elosed down altogether and
the money being spent on them would be
gpent in the country districts. In fact, the
hon. member eonveved the same idea in his
recent speech here. If the Leader of the
Opposition were on the Treasury beneh,
there would be fewer men emploved in the
metropolitan area than there are now,

Hon. C. G. Latham: Tt iz a poor look-out
for the men if they have to go off as soon as
a job is finished.
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Mr. HEGNEY : During the recess I had
the opportunity to visit Bastern Australia,
and I went as far as Cairns. I made inves-
tigations in both New South Wales and
Queensland into the position of nnemployed
workers. As a result I found that in no Aus-
tralian State are men on relief work, or men
thrown out of private industry, reeceiving
better or more considerate treatment than is
the case in Western Aunstralia, A Labour
Government cxists in Queensland, and I had
the opportunity of discassing these problems
with Labour members for two days. My in-
quiries proved that the Western Australian
Government is handling the unemployed pro-
blem as well as is any other Government in
Australia, and possibly better,

Hon, C. . Latham: You shouid give that
credit to our Government, too.

Mr. HEGNEY: ¥ am dealing with the
present position, and not with what existed
years ago. In most of the Eastern States,
and particulavly in New South Wales, many
workers are having a rough time. Certainly
their conditions arc much worse than are
those in  Western Australia. As  re-
gards the unemployment position generally,
this Government, with the resources at its
command, is doing a good job in trying to
give reliel workers employment. T know
that the depurtment over which the Minister
for employment presides bends its energies
towards providing as much employment as
possible.

The housing problem is mentioned in the
Lieat.-Governor's Speech. T regard it as a
most important question. If is sirange that
the National Party here should reiterate that
the Government ought te keep out of pri-
vate euterprise and have as little ns possible
to do with hpsiness activilies. The National
Party is compelied to admii, however, that
private enterprize has failed to provide ade-
quate housing for the people. Accordingly,
the Government is now bheing appealed fo
for help in that direetion. The Treasorer is
to he congratulated on having done his best
to provide as much eapital as possible for
the Workers' Homes Board, so that the con-
struction of homes may continue throughout
the length and breadth of the State.

Youth cmployment is nndoubtedly one of
the most important problems eenfronting the

Government. The Ciovernment has a
peculiarly  diffienlt task in  this  re-
spect, Dbeeause it does  not  control
emplovinent. Its sphere of opera-
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tions iz limited. It ean inaugurate
certain methods of training youth, bui its
aetivitics are ecireumseribed in regard to
providing adequate employment for the
young men of Western Australia. The
trouble is that when a youth reaches the
age of 21 years private employers dispense
with his services. He is cast adrift like
flotsam and jetsam—not required by the in-
dustry because he is too old at twenty-one.
That is true of most of Western Australia’s
industrics.  Those who reject these work-
ers should be eensured, and not the Govern-
ment. The Government is bound to co-
operate 13 much as possible in this diree-
tion, Lut the position is made doubly diffi-
cult for it when private employers con-
tinually retvench youths and girls on their
reaching the age of 21 years.

Another problem that has been diseussed
in the coumrse of the debate relates to
wheat., 1 do not pose as an anthority
on whealgrowing, but I have read the pro-
nouncemenis of varions authorities on the
subject. No two of them agree as to the
right solution. The member for Nedlands
(Hon. N. Keenan), speaking here recently,
analysed the various remedies or expedi-
ents that might he adopted, and then satl
down, hefogred as to what should be done
to ensure relief to the agricultnral indus-
try.  Undouhiedly those engaged in that
industry, and especially the wheatgrowers,
are in diffieulties; and it appears as if they
may he in diffieulties for years to come.
There is to he a conference of State Pre-
miers and Commonwealth Ministers in Syd-
ney to disenss the problem, and it is to be
hoped that it will find a satisfactory solu-
tion. However, other countries that ex-
port wheat ave now urging limited produe-
tion. The representative of this State two
davs befove his departure urged that the
wheatgrowing eountries should get together
for the purpose of restricting produetion.

Mr. Patrick: They did that some time
ago.

Mr. HEGNTY: The Teader of the Na-
tional party deprecated the adoption of
snech an expedient. As regards sugar pro-
duetion—

Hon. €. . Latham: What shout rice?

Mr. HEGNEY: Tn Northern Queensland
sngar growers will not admit new men to
the industry heennse of the surfeit of pro-
duetion. Tt scems as if the same method
mav have to he applied to the growing of
wheat. Tt will he a bad day for Western
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Australia when that is dome, but it may
beecome necessary beeause of the difficult
economic conditions prevailing in Kurope
and Eastern countries.

During the year just passed the popula-
tion of Western Australia has inereased by
only 4,500, representing natural inerease and
exeess of arrivals over departures. Wes-
tern Australia undoubtedly does require in-
dustries to absorb more of her people, and
to induce others to come here and partiei-
pate in the aetivities and work of this com-
munity. If a great expmmion of indoastey
eould ke brought ahout, and more peaple
could be indueed to come here and partici-
pale in the inereased activitv. the hurden
imposed upon every unit of the commmity
wonld he minimised. We have a deht of just
over £200 per head of the population, which
repre-cnts an cnormous hurden on the peo-
ple.  Apparently the only way to secure a
lareer population is by developing secondary
industries.  We are told that the eountry
towns are losing their population, that there
iz a drift to the city; and many people may
he leaving the Rtate.  V¥or a numher of
vears, prosumably, the agricultwral industry
will nat he able to absorh any great increase
of population. and so the only way to aug-
ment o numbers is by making a deterinined
effort to establish secondary industries. [
admit that that will he very diffienlt. When
the Commonwealth, and also private enter-
prize, contemplate estahlishing secondary in-
dustries, they go fto Melbourne eor Sydnexv,
and this has the cffeet of attracting popula-
tion to those capitals and dennding States
like Western Australia of muny of their
yvoung men.  An inereased population would
he henefieial to our farming rommunity he-
epnse producers then wonlid have a larwer
consuming population fo cater for,

Over a number of vears, certain works
have heen submitted to the department for
econsideration, bnt many of them have not
veof heen started. Varjons memhers have
~poken of the need for schools and for the
improvement of school prounds, There are a
few problems of that kind in nev di=lriet,
Ay chief complaint eoncorns the Bayvswater
State School grounds. It i< hivh time sonwe-
thing was done to improve those grounds.
When the member forr Nedlands was Min-
ister £or Edueation in the Mitchell Govern-
ment, T introdueed a deputation to him and
placed the facts before him. Lvery Minis-
ter for FEdueation and every Thrector of
Fdueation sinee then hax aeveed that ihe

am.

work is necessary, but no attempt has been
made to carry it out. More than 500 chil-
dren are in altendance at the school, and
they have practically no playgronwl at all
If this work were put in hand, it would uot
only be of benclit to those children hut wonid
also provide a considerable wnount of en-
ployvment for loeal workers, The Minister
for Education is ahsent from the State at
present, but T hope he will ¢onsider the mat-
ter, and have the work put in hand as early
as possible.

Local authorities are anxjous to have
Beaufort-street  extended to  Govermnent-
road. [f that were done, a new arterial road
would be provided that would velieve rhe
lralfic on the main Guildtord-road. The
necessary extension wonld not be great,

Hon. C. G. Latham : Where is Governinent-
road?

Mr. HEGNEY : Tt passes round the golf
links and swings into Bassendean.  An ex-
tension of about half a mile would be all
that was necessary. The matter is heing
considered by the Commissioner of Main
Roads, and 1 hope the lucal authorities will
Eave his support. T alse urge the main road
authorities to consider the proposal to
straighten the Guaild{ord-road. At the Bel-
mont erossing, there is a tarn that is quite
unsatisfactory. A proposal was made to the
present Premier, when he was Mnister for
Railways, that a subway shonld be con-
structed at the Belmont erossing, and the
line straightened. This thoroughfare should
have been declared a main road, because it
carries the hulk of the traflic from JMidland
and Guildford. Some years ngo o check was
made on the bridges which revealed that 52
per cent. of the traflic was earried on that
road. The member for Vietoria Park (Mr,
Raphael) referred to the Rivervale erossing.
The Government should seriously consider
constructing a subway there. 1 had an
opportunity to travel on the highways in
eastern Australia vecenily, and ¥ did not see
one sach erossine with the accompanying
warning figns.  All the trafliec was condneted
either over or unde» the railway lines. As
this is a main thoronghfare of importance to
the eity, a subway should he provided.
The work of putting in the subway would
provide a considerable amount of employ-
ment for workers of the metropelitan area.

Another matter T wish to urge i~ the
provision of additional accommaodation at
Parliament House. When T visited Sydney
and Brishane, T was shown over the Houses
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of Parliament, and was particularly inter-
ested in thé accommodation provided for
members, Compared with theirs, I say that
we have no accommodation at all. When
the Premier is considering the schedule of
works, I ask him to remember the urgent
need of providing adequate aceommodation
in this building for the various parties.

Hon, C. G. Latham: And for the public,
too.

Mr. HEGNEY: Rooms should be pro-
vided for the several parties, and there
should also be writing-rooms where members
could do their work. Aeccommodation is also
reguired for use by members when meeting
thetr constituents. There is no place where
a visiter can be taken when being inter-
viewed by a member. Everybody in  the
vieiniby can hear the nature of the business
heing discussed, which is not fair either to
the visitor or to the member. If the requis-
ite additions to the building were put in
hand, a fair amount of work would he pro-
vided for tradesmen. I am pleased that the
Government has under ¢onsideration the ex-
fension of the sewerage scheme to the Bas-
sendean, Guildford and Midland Junection
distriets. I hope that before the year is out
the work will be put in hand so that those
suburbs, as well as the eity, will have the
convenience of a modern system,

- Some allusion should be made to starting-
price betting. 1 disagree with the member
for Victoria Park, especially in regard to
his refereneces to the opportunities for bet-
ting in Brisbane. The hon. member said
‘that one could go anywhere in Brishane nnd
make a bet. I spent 15 days in Queensland
in company with three Labour members, and
with them discussed the question fully, They
knew Brisbane as thoroughly as I know
Perth, and they conveyed the definite im-
pression that it was now very difficult to place
a bet in Queensland. T also spent some time
in the company of civil servants, and
gathered the same impression from them.
There is no doubt that the legislation deal-
ing with starting-price betting in Queens-
land has definitely stamped out the cvil.
From the point of view of the well-being
of our community, the time has eome when
the Government should faee this probiem.
The young men and women of this State
should not have the many opportunities to
indulge in betting that are available to them
to-day. As the member for Vietoria Park
gtated, on Saturday or any other day of
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the week, one expericnees diffieulty in mov-
ing along the footways because of the bet-
ting crowds congregated theve. The hon.
member seemed anxious o have recognised
places where belting might be indulged in.
My view is that if starting-price betting is
legalised, an extension of the evil will in-
cvitably result. To my mind, there is no
doubt that hetting is an evil. As n repre-
sentative of the people, 1 feel sure that if
the Government followed the lead of
Quecosland, it would be doing the right
thing by the men and women of this State.
Some people consider it unpopular to tackle
this problem. Even if such action proved
unpopular, we should bhe prepared to do the
right thing. I hope the Government will
serionsly consider the matter, arrive at a
decision and do what is eorreet. That it
should do so is of paramount importance to
the community.

Mr. Marshall: Do vou think that gamb-
ling is an evil?

Mr. HEGNEY: I do not say that gambh-
ling is necessarily an evil; T am complain-
ing about the abuse, and the increase of
gambling is definitely unlawful.

Mr. Marshall: All gambling is unlawful.

Mr. HEGNEY : The member for Vietoria
Park quoted the remarks of the Speaker, in
whieh he said that we should protect people
against themselves. Most of our laws are
designed to protect people against them-
selves, In support of this, T might eite the
laws relating to fire-arms and to motor
vehieles. Having given owners of motor
vehicles license to use the highways, we can
readily imagine what damage might be done
if the actions of individuals were not re-
strained.

Mr. Marshall:
damage to others.

Mr. HEGNEY: I am convineed that the
legalisation of starting-price betting would
result in great harm te young men and
women. Many of the workers spend a shil-
ling or two on hebting; possibly some of
them spend more than they should, thus re-
ducing their standard of living and depriv-
ing their families of nccessaries to which
they are entitled.

Mr. Marshall: You want to make them
pay to go to the racecourse, thus compel-
ling them to spend more money.

Mr. HEGNEY : 1 appreciate the diffieulty
of attempting to abolish gambling, but the
racecourse is the place to which betting should

The wotorist would o
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be confined. The plea is made that workers
cannot afford to patronise the racecounrse.
The workers who desire to bet should be
admitted to the leger free. 'We all know that
even boys and girls are now hrought into
the starting-price betting business.

Mr. Marshall: They would not be, if bet-
ting were legalised, as it is in South Aus-
tralia.

Mr. HEGNEY: Boys and girls are
brought into the business as touts for their
parents and others. Wherever there is a
hotel, there is a starting-price betiing shop,
conducted by a barber ostensibly as a hair-
dressing establishment, but really as a
starting-price hetting shop. Although start-
ing-price hetting is a matter upon which
cach Labour man ean express his own
opinion—and I am expressing mine—the
time has arrvived when the Government
shonld take action to stop it. If the Govern-
ment does not take immediate steps to do so,
no doubt the matter will become an election
issue.

Mr. Marshall: I think voa arve wrong. It
is an election issne. Show me how the evil
can be lessened by legalising it on the race-
course.

AMr. HEGNEY : It is not so easy for the
starting-price betior to get on to the race-
course,

Hon. C. G. Latham: Do you want it
brought to the homes of the people?

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Should they havo
it for breakfast, dinner and teaf?

Mr. HEGNEY: If betting were con-
fined to the raceeourse, it would be more
difficnlt for the class of people to whom I
refer to bet. :

Mr. Cross: Abolisk Labour!

Mr. HEGNEY: I am a member of the
Labour Party.

Mr. Patrick: You are on the right track.

Mr. HEGNEY: Workers go to the Arbi-
tration Court and fight for an inerease in
their wages. The Industrial Arbitration Act
sets ont how the basie wage is to be arrived
at; so moch of it is for rent and so much for
food and elothing. Many workers are at pre-
sent not even earning the basic wage; and
to the extent that a worker uses 1s., 2s. or
5s. of his wages for betting, he is depriving
his wife and family of something they ought
not to be deprived of. He is reducing their
standard of living. The Government should,

393

therefore, face the issuc and make it much
more difficult for these wage carners fo bet.

Mr. Marshall: The Government should
stop the workers from attending football
matches and other places of amusement;
they should work from daylight to dark.

Mr. HEGNEY : The workers cannot at-
tend a football match if they stop at home;
they must go to the place where the mateh is
being held.

Member;: They eould listen in.

Mr. HEGNEY : There is nothing in listen-
ing in to a foothall mafeh; it must be scen.
The same remark applies to ericket and to
racing. If onc wants to enjoy racing, one
must go to the eourse and wateh it. The
snoner we get back to the position that
existed some 15 or 20 years ago, the better
it wijl be for the people and for the State..
To suggest that we are depriving the worker
of something to which he is entitled is but &
poor argument. To state the reverse is to
state what is unpalatable even to the workers
themselves,

Mr. Marshall: The workers will not thank
¥ou very much.

Mr. HEGNEY: A few workers may not
not. I ecome in contact with mauny workers
and have discussed this matter with them.
Many of them have expressed the opinion
that the problem should be tackled at once.
Further, it is noised abroad that;the police
have been contaminated by starting-price
betfing.

Member: So they have.

Mr. HEGNEY: Many things are being
done under the lap. Members will recall that
sorme 12 months ago a police inquiry was.
held in New South Wales and several mem-
bers of the force were dismissed from the
service because of their backdoor methods in
eonnection with starting-price betting in that
State.

Member: That remark is unfair to the
police of this State.

Mr, HEGNEY: I am only expressing my
opinion, which is that this question should
be dealt with immediately. The Government
shounld arrive at a decision on the matter at
once, Tt is ridicnlous to lot the Govern-
ment go on as it is deing.

Mr. Marshall: We all say that.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. HEGNEY : Let the Government arrive
at a decision one way or the other. The
member for Murchison said a little while
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ago that the workers would not thank me
fur my remarks. I ean say that by far the
greater portion of the workers in the Middle
Swi celeetorate support the viewpoint 1 am
putting forward. The percentage that in-
dulges in starting-price betting is not great.
In Queensland this matter was made a party
ssue. 1 discussed it with the member for
Cairns—in  those company I speat two
days—and with two other Labour members.
I asked them how Queensland solved the
problem.  The reply was that it had been
made a party issue,

Mv. Hughes: In the interests of John
Woen.

Mr, HEGNEY: No. The Government
weunt to the electors and were returned,

Ar. Marshall: With three seats less.

Mr, JIEGNEY: No, only one seat less.
That seat was lost on quite anether issue.

How. C. G. Lathiam: A sceretarian issue.

Mr. HEGNEY : Yes. I have stated my
views ont the matter and, as I said, the sooner
the Government faees the issne the better.

Mr. Hughes: Yeu have the courage to ex-
Press your opinion, anyhow.

My, HEGNEY : I desire to draw attention
to another matter, the taking of liquor
inte dance halls.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. HEGNEY : T like dancing and occa-
sionally attend a ball. T attended a hall the
other night at which wmost of the people
were from the best homes in the metropoli-
tan area. They were men and women of
good character and excellent bearing. A per-
centage of those attending dances, however,
persists in taking liguor into the halls, and
it is aboat time that the Licensing Act was
amended to deal with the matter. The prae-
tiee is hecoming very prevalent in the metro-
pelitan area.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: And in the country,
too.

M TIEGYEY : T know that many minis-
ters of religion of most of the denominations
have heen denonneing the practice and ask-
ing that something should be done to stop it.
Personally, T do not support prohibition,
but | do think we should eonsider the inter-
ests of our voung people, partienlarly the
hoys and girls of 18 and 19 years of age
who are making their debnt in dance halls.
We shounld use our influence to keep them
aw:v from this sort of thing. T will give an
instanee. T was at a party the other night.
A young woman, at the request of her aunt.

[ASSEMBLY.]

invited two friends to attend if. The friends
were a younrg man and a young woman, and
great diffienity was experienced in keeping
these guests away from the drink. That is
deplorable. A few years ago there was no
drink in dance halls in Perth. Twenty years
ago, when T was a young man, there was no
drink in those places. You, Mr, Speaker,
know the difficulty {hat was experienced at
the Trades Hall at Midland Junetion in
keeping out  liguor when dances were
held there. Some of the people who at-
tended those dances would bring drink and
make a nuisance of themselves. T trust the
Government will give eonsideration to this
question, with a view to stopping the prac-
tice.

1 have made a few pertinent remarks on
various matters that I think should receive
attention. There are other matters upon
which T could touch, but I will take the
opportunity of dealing with them when the
Estimates are brought down, beeaunse they
affect the interests of my clectorate.

MR, THORN (Toodyay) [6.J1]: I offer
vou my congratulations, Sir, upon ¥wour
clevation to the Chair. I am pleased that
vou have revived the time-honoured custom
of wearing the wig. This, T am sure, graces
the Chair. I feel that under vour guidance
Auring vour very short term of offiee mem-
hers will get along very well indeed.

T desire to refer to a matter that was
mentioned by the member for Swan (Mr.
Sampson)—the extension of eleetric light
and power fo the outer suburban dis-
triets. During the last session or two we
have heard much about the addifions to
the power house in East Perth and what the
Government would do when they were com-
pleted.

Mr. Marshall: The power house is not vet
in full commission.

Mr. THORN: T believe it is.

Mr. Marshall: No.

Mr. THORN: A very large amount of
monev has been spent on the power house,
aund I sineerely hope that the outlying dis-
tricts will derive some henefit from the ex-
penditure.  One matter that alwavs annovs
me very much is this: the Perth City Coun-
cil ean always get all the supply of power
it pequires, while services that are depend-
ing upon power from the Government have
to sit back and wait. T presented a petition
to the Minizter a few weeks ago from 28
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settlers who were desirous of obtaining
an extension of the lighting system to
their  district. No doubt some of the
settlers would also make use of cleetric
power. I am hopeful that the Government
will comply with the request of those
settlers, as the supply of electricity means a
tremendous lot to the man on the land.
Since I have come closer to the more popu-
lated part of the State, T offen think of the
time when I had to use a kerosene lamp, and
of the danger of fire in our weatherhoard
house in the eountry should the lamp hap-
pen to he knoekedlovcr. The people of the
metropolitan area are greatly privileged in
heing able to enjov the use of electrieity, I
appeal to the Government to make the ex-
tension T have rcferred to.

Sitting suspended fram 6.15 fo 7.30 pm.

Mr. THORN: Before leaving the subject
of electrie light T should like to add that T
am not unmindfnl of the extensions that
have heen made in my distriet. Flowever,
as eurh a large smm has been spent on
creasing the supply of cloetvicity, I fecl
justified in referring to the matter in the
hope of inducing the Government to adopt
a more vigorous policy by granting a larger
vote for extension purposes.

A matter that has exereised my mind for
a considerable period concerns the furtiliser
that is mannfactured at the diffevent Cov-
ernment abattoirs. That fertiliser is most
important in eonneefion with intensive oul-
tare. T often think of part of the cleetrrate
of the member for South Fremantle (Mr.
Fox)—I refer to Spoarwond—whore there
is soil of a light and sandy nature. quite
capable of high production if the settlers
could afford to uee laree quantities of fovti-
li<er. The samc applies to myv distriet. We
need fertiliser in lavge qnantities and at a
reasonable rate, bat we find that the Gov-
ernment is giving one firm a monopoly in
the handling of this commodity.

fAvmo AN
in-

Mr. Marshall: Which eompany ig it?

Mr. THORN: Westralian Farmers Ltd.
That ecompanv has a monopoly over the
handling of this fertiliser.

Mr. Marshall: Over the handling of the
fertiliser; not its production?

Mr. THORN: No. not over its production.
The Government has given the eompany a
monopely aver the handling of it.
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Mr. Sleeman: How long has that been in
existence?

Mr. THORN: For a number of years.
When I returned from the war and engaged
in production once again, 1 was able to pur-
chage fertiliser for £6 13s. a ton. To-day
I have to pay £10 15<.

Mr. Sleeman: What
that?

Mr. THORN: The reason is that there is
no competition.

Mr. Sleeman: Is that the only reason?

Mr. THORN: Yes; the company has fixed
its own price.

Mr. Marshall: 1 thought the produeers
tixed the price

Mr. THORN: No, the price is fixed by
the handling agent. That price was form-
erly £6 13s. but it has gradually inereased
uniil to-day it is £10 13s,

Mr. Marshall: I thought the company
handled it only on a commission basis.

Mr. THORN: No, the Government gave
the company the sole handling rights, pro-
vided it handled the lot. I have never
been able to find out the Government con-
tract price, and I do noi think I would he
able to do so if I asked the question.

Mr. Marshall: You should be able to find
out.

Mr. THORN: That is the position, any-
way, and the price is far too high. Tt is
not an eeonomical proposition. I hope the
Government will cease to give monopolies
of that sort to one firm.

Mr. Marshall: That might not eure the
evil of which you speak. The price might
be inereased.

Mr. THORN: I think it would remedy
the position. At any rate, I hope so. The
one idea of firms handling certain commo-
dities to-day seems to be to form combines
and to raise the price of the goods. In the
last year or two fertiliser companies have
banded together. The Cresco company was
supposed to be a farmers’ company. The
shares are supposed to be held by farmers,
and the company to exist for the benefit of
the farmers. In the last year or two, how-
ever, that company has joined the fertiliser
ring, with the result that there is an agree-
ment and a fixed price.

Mr. Marshall: There are only three pro-
duecing firms in the State, are there not?

Mr. THORN: Yes, Cuoming Smith,
Cresco and Mt. Lyell. The point I want
to make is that the price of bone fertiliser
is too high for growers to use it economi-

is the reason for
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eally, and my hope is that we shall be able
to obtain greater supplies at a more rea-
sonable price.

Mr. Marshall: 1€ I were you, I would
make all necessary investigations, and move
4 motion on the subject in this Honse. You
would receive plenty of support.

Mr. THORN: T appreciate the fact that
the Government made arrangements for
the Minister for Agriculture (Hon. F.
J. 8. Wise) to visit the near East regarding
the expori of fruit from this State. I ean
assure the House that the export trade was
definitely in danger. I was pleased to hear
the Premier state that the Minister’s mis-
sion was successful, because that means a
great deal to growers in this State. It
is all very well for different countries sud-
denly to realise that they have eertain
regulations under which they ean exclude
fruit from other countries, but we know
perfectly well that in those eastern lands
the same trouble exists as that with whieh
‘we are faced. As a matter of faect, the
fruit-fly has thrived in those eountries in
the past. Yet they proposed to keep ont
our fruit on the ground that it was con-
taminated. I feel sure the object was to
provide a market for some other country.
The growers in this State are greatly
appreciative of the work done by the Min-
ister.

I wish now to refer te the rogis-
tration of orchards under the Plant Di-
seases Act. A good deal of eriticism has

been levelled at the department as a resuli
of the enforcement of the provisions of the
Aet, but T can assure members that the
enforeement has been a wonderful assis-
tanee to commereial fruitgrowers. The in-
spectors appointed are deing a very goo.l
job, and if they maintain their vigilanee
and instruet fruitgrowers and backyard
gardeners in the proper control of the fruit-
fly pest, it will be reduced to a minimum.
There is not the slightest doubt about that.
If commercial growers do the job properly,
they can control the pesf, but we know that
if we are not whipped up to the job, we do
not do it. It is a remarkable fact that
although growers are aware of the ravages
of the pest, and that the industry in which
they are engaged provides their livelihood,
commercial growers, unless the law is en-
foreed, are inclined to be neglectful.
Another matter with whieh I should like
to deal is that of education. Several mem-
bers have discussed this subject. The lack of
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educationsal faeilities in the country cannot
be stressed too often. City members can
understand how we feel when we are con-
tinually reading in the Press that this and
that and the ofther extension is being made
to city and suburban schools. One fre-
quently reads news items announcing that a
particular extension will shortly be carried
out.

Mr. Cross: And it ig not done before it i3
required. More should be done.

Mr. THORN: It is not done before the
hon. member wants it to be done. I did not
want to mention names, but I will say now
that the name of the hon. member is the one
I generally see mentioned.

Mr. Cross: More should be done in my
electorate.

Mr. THORN: There is such a thing as
fairness and justice to all.

Mr. Cross: In fairness to my people more
should be done in the district.

Mr. THORN: We in the country expect a
greater proportion of the Edueation Vote to
be spent in country areas.

Mr. Cross: Whether it is wanted or not?

Mr. THORN: There is no sense in that
remark. If the hon. member knew his job he
would understand that these facililies are
badly wanted in the country.

Mr. Cross: They are, in some places,

Mr. THORN : I know that the hon. mem-
ber is tied up in one litile cenire. Let him
take a trip to the country where he will ses
the eonditions under which some children
are being educated. There is a siding in my
electorate between Toodyay and Woorcloo,
where, to make a living, numbers of people
are culting sleepers and firewood, and malk-
ing charcoal. The children of those people
have to go to school at Wooroloo. T have
asked for a school at the siding on several
occasions, and for a driving serviee, but can-
nof get either.

Mr. Cross:
affected?

Mr. THORN: Twenty.

Mr. Cross: I have 200 and have nowhere
to put them.

Hoen. C. G. Latham: I am surprised you
have not more.

Mr. THORN: The children have to leave
the siding by the 7.12 a.rn. train from Perth.
They have to play about at Wooroloo affer
school until their train comes through at 5
o’clock or later, and they are met by their

How many children are
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parents at the siding with wmbrellas and
burricane lamps, and conducted through the
bush to their homes, This matter has been
bronght under the notice of the Education
Department at frequent infervals, and the
officials thoroughly appreciate the situation.
They know what I have said is correct, but
they say there is no money for a school. I
could quote many instances of that kind.

My, Marshall: So could we all.

My, THORN: We ought to do more for
the cducation of our country children,
Several requests have hecen made in this
Chamber for marketing legislation. The sub-
ject is now being stressed more than ever.
We all realise how necessary if is to bave
the orderly marketing of our primary pro-
duets. This scems to he the order of the day.
Tn the Old Country marketing legislation is
being introduced. Even conservative old
England finds it necessary to protect her
producers in that way. Unionists have their
rewards. Members opposite are continually
fighting for better conditions for those they
represent, and rightly so. Why should we
on this side not fight for the men
sent in the hope of getting orderly market-
ing for them? As it is they have to market
their goods anywhere, there is no under-
standing between them, and they are, in a
sense, eutting each other’s {hroats.

Mr. Marshall: Do you believe that should
be a Commonwealth matter?

Mr. THORN: The Commonwealth Aects
are perhaps more successful in this direction.
Nevertheless, we ourseives could handle some
of our industries, such as the egg industry.
We talk of the rise in the eost of living and
the fixation of prices. We cannot fix priees
for eges and other products of the kind. The
moment we try to do so, the market will be
flooded with eggs from the Eastern States.
T hope there will be a change of Government
next March. That is generally expected.
One has only to move around the State to
find that public opinion iy definitely in the
direction of a change of Government. When
that comes about I feel sure that marketing
legislation will be introduced. The farmers
are in a serious position. I often wonder
how they have the heart to go on. They have
only just recovered from the effects of the
last depression. Thev started the present
season in good heart. TWheat was then at a
zood price. They purchased their super
supplies and put large areas under crop.

we Tonre
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We now find that the bottom has fallen out
of the wheat market.

Mr. Cross: It eould not have heen very
stable.

Mr. THORN: To-day wheat is really nob
worth 2s. sterling per bushel. It is all very
discouraging, I am astonished when I hear
some members ask why farmers stay on their
holdings and continue to grow wheat. The
question is a big one. I am afraid if the
farmers do leave their properties the out-
look for the workers of the State will be
poor. Members opposite will find them-
selves in deep water and will experience
great trouble in kecping matters running
smoothly.

Mr. Needham: You say there will be a
change of Government. We do not, there-
fore, need to worry aboul the pesition,

Mr. THORN: The hon. member must
stand up to his responsibilities as a repre-
sentative of the people, no mafter on which
side of the House he may be sitting. The
Minister for Railways must be concerned
about the carriage of wheat, super, ete., over
the railway system.

The Minister for Railways: I wish people
would not gamble so much with priess.

Mr, THORN: So do I. I wish that prices
could bhe stabilised. They are tinkered
with too much. Overseas probably some of
the heads of finance get together and de-
press the market. T think we sometimes re-
ceive false reports, and that in many in-
staneces those reports are responsible for
prices being depressed to a lower figure than
they should be. The dried fruits industry
suffers in the same way. Prices this year
are lower than they have been for several
years. Sales are very slow. When the
world is talking war, and everything is in a
disturbed condition, naturally buyeri only
purchase from hand-to-mouth. If war
eomes, prices will probably rise; but when
there is unecertainty, buyers arc careful to
purchase only from hand to mouth. The
future of the dried fruits industry does not
look too good from the aspeet of prices.
Before long the Greeian erop will come on
the London market, and the effect of that
crop always is to tail off the Australian erop
in the matter of prices.

With regard to the Heatheote Mental
Home, I will not attempt to pass judgment
on anvbody; but I am glad the Government
has announced its intention to appoint a
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Koyal Commission of inguiry. It is the
Government’s duty to satisly the publie
mind. The most complete novice in the
State must realise that with all these dis-
putes and suspensions and reinstatementz
going on, something must be wrong. 1 am
giad the Government is standing up te its
job and instituting an inquiry, In mental
homes, where the patients are mentally sick,
these under-currents cannot be pevmitted,
beeause the patients will suffer.

Mr. Hughes: Yet the parties eoncerned
are not going to have a chance to see the re-
ference,

Mr. Wilson: How do you know?

Mr. Hughes: By a letter from
Premier.

Mr. THORN : Now I wish to toueh on the
five-day week vecently granted to the Public
Sarviee. 1 do not know what hon. mehers
think ahout it, but I regarad it as an election
bait.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Undonbtedly it is,

Mr. THORN: This Government has been
in offtee for nearly six years, and just as we
are about to go to the electors, the Govern-
ment introduces the five-day week, which
could easily have been introduced six veers
ago. The main point is, how long can we
eontinne with these unbalanced conditions?
The member for Walgoorlie (Mr. Styants)
mentioned the farmer. The farmer has to
work six-and-a-half days a week, and he
cannot do his work in any less time., Even
on the Sabhath he has to look after the
stock. Any man who has been on the land
knows that stock must be attended to. On
the farm the stock come first, as in the
army the horses always come before the
men, the reason being that the horse can-
not help himself whereas the man ean.
Why five days a weck for the Pnbliec Ser-
vants? What about the other men, the
hard-working men? Surely they are en-
titled to some consideration. The staff is
given a week of five dayvs, bat the hard-
working men ean continue with the five-
and-a-half.

Hon. C. G, Latham: The man on the road
does not gel the five-day week.

My, Styants: Many of the men on the
roads are working five days.

Mr. THORN: The railway pensioners
who have reached the retiring age and
have been thrown on the serap heap are
asking for some consideration in the form
of snperannuation. There is another in-

the
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stance where the staff gets superannuation
but the man who absolutely does the work
is denied it. I notice that you, Mr. Speaker,
granted the five-day week to the staff of
this House. The member for Guildford-
Midland (Hon. W. D, Johnson), the mem-
ber for Vietoria Park (Mr. Raphael), and
the Minister for Lands (Hon, M. F, Troy)
are all emplovers of labour. I wonder
whether they will practise what chey
preach? Of course the member for Guild-
ford-Midland knows that he eannet, be-
cause his labour is employed on the land.
But what about the member for Victoria
Park? Is he going to introduce the five-
day week for his employces? Never! Here
is an instanee where the hon. member conld
prove his singerity.

Mr. Sleeman: You eannot stop teeth from
aching for two days a weck.

Hon. C. (. Latham: That is a good ex-
cuse! 1

My, THORN: We should be sincere about
these matters. I observe that the Midland
Junetion Municipal Couneil has granted its
staff a five-day week. The member for
Guildford-Midland is an impressive mem-
ber, and probably he went to Midland June-
tion and converted the munieipal couneil.
But what about the pick-and-shovel em-
ployee of the Midland Junetion Municipal
Council? He is not given the five-day week
which the staff has got. We need to be a
little fairer in bringing these changes
abont. If anyone is entitled to a five-dav
week, it i5 the man who swings the pick—
not the man who drives the pen.

The Minister for Employment: Ninety
per cent. of relief workers in the eountry
are on the five-day week.

Mr. THORN: The Government can afford
that, beeanse it is practically paying them
nothing. T dare say if they worked three
davs a week they would earn all that the
Government is payving them.

The Minister for Fmplovment:
work the 4t-hour week.

My, THORN: If we keep on applving
unhalanced working conditions, T warn
memiers opposite that the man on the land
will come into town, He will nof stand if.
Tf it @oes on. the outlook for city worlers,
T fear. is had.

Mr. €ross: What hours do you think
those men shounld work?

Mr. THORN: If I did tell you, you would
not understand me.

Mr. (ross: You are not game to tell us.

Thay
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Mr. THUORN: The hon. member could
not understand wme.

Mr. Cross: You are not game to tell us
what you do think.

Mr, THORX : | would not waste the tiue
of the House. 1f my memory scrves e
rightly, the member for IKalgoorlie men-
tioned the manufacture of jam.

Mr. Styants: No.

Mr. THOLXN: Probably it was the nmrem-
ber for Murchison (3ir. Marshall).

Mr. Styants: Have another guess.

Mr. THORN: It was the member tor
Fremantle (Mr. Sleeman). That hon. mem-
ber is «quite right: we could manufacture
Jams in this State, and manufacture them
suceessfully, if it were not for pressure
from the jam-making combine in Tasmania,
That combine has a remarkable zvip
on Jjam making. Every time we starl
that industry, the combine men can
knock us off our feet as suvrely as
it it were a game of skittles. As soon
as we get a decent jam on the market they
come along and say, “Use our jams and we
will give you a year’s supply on a bill.” They
have their jam sold before a peany has to
be paid for it. That makes things very
easy for the seller. Again, they have tre-
mendous supplies of fruit. To keep their
growers, they take all the fruit at a priee,
and what they cannot use they dump inte
the river. They are satisfied as long as they
have the monopoly. They want to keep the
growers producing, so as always fo have a
eall on them.

The member for Fremantle also mentioned
the State Implement Works, While T am
not in favour of State tradine, I consider
that as those works were cstablished, it is a
pity they could not confinue to operate.
Machinery firms in Western Australia, be-
cause of the possibility of a war, have taken
the opportunity this year to increase prices
all round. For instance, T use a small
machine on my property, and the firm I
deal with charged £2 extra for it hecause,
apparently, of the shortage of steel.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Beecanse of the in-
creased cost of steel?

Mr. THORN : That was the extra amount
chareed.

Mr. Sleeman: If the State Implement
Works had been operating, you could have
got the machinery at a cheaper rate.

Hon. C. G. Latham: They did not sell one
machine at a cheaper rate than any other
firm.
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Mr. Mann: And they sold an inferior
article.

My, Sleeman: Those works were deliber-
ately closed down and men were thus put
out of work.

Me, Mann: I have s harvester From the
State Inplement Works——

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: And it won't har-
vost.

My, THORN : At any rate, T still use iwo
implements I bonght from the State works.

Mr. Sleeman: And T eongratulated you
last night.

Mr. THORN: I appreciated that hecaunse
I know that when the hon. member com-
mends me he means it. I congratulate the
member for Beverley {Mr. Mann) on the
courage he displayed in dealing with the
subject of starting-price betting.

Mr. Hegney: Et tu, Brate!

Mr. THORN: I also eommend the conr-
age of other speakers who dealt with that
subject. I was impressed by the remarks of
the member for Middle Swan (Mr. Hegney).
and, irrespective of the interjections of the
member for Murchison (Mr. Marshall)., I
belicve he was on solid ground in his conten-
tions. T am not feolish enough to think
that people will not bef, and I do not wish
to deny them that right.

Mr. Sleeman: You have a het yourself.

Mr. THORXN: T am not like the member
for Murchison who said he had unt had a
bet in his life. I hope that satisfactorily
answerg the interjeetion. This most undesir-
able business is increasing, We nuotice shups
opening up here and there, blackhoards ap-
pearing all over the place and starting price
hookmakers operafing with impunity,  All
this has an exeredingly bad woral effeet on
the rising generation. The present condition
of affairs makes it far casier for the young
people to make bets, and it is most demoral-
ising.

The Minister for Justice: Tt has always
been easy to place a bet.

Mr. THORXN: But it is easier nowadays
than ever it was in the past. T am convineed
that the evil could he eontrolled. The mem-
her for Beverlev was asked how we should
deal with the problem. T know one wayv hy
which we eould deal with it. If o convietion
were secured against a person for indulging
in this praetice, we should confiscate the
premises. That would stop the troubie.

Mr. Styants: We do not believe in con-
fiscation,
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Mr. THORN: It would be an effective
cure for the evil. If we want to tackle the
problem adequately, we can do so. Tt is
useless criticising unless we offer a solution,
and that is mine, I was onee a Customs
officer, and as sueh I had the power of con-
fiscation. If I found someone had done
something that was against the law, I exer-
cised that power. Perhaps that is where I
got my idea from, I notice that the Govern-
ment intends to tackle the question, and I
hope it will be dealt with properly. When
I was in South Australia, irrespective of
what other opinions have been expressed in
this Chamber, I ascertained that the action
in eonnection with starting price betting had
been definitely disastrous to the Butler Gov-
evnment in that State. People whom I
visited i Adelaide strongly resented the
registration of starting-price betting shops
and, in fact, objected to starting-price bet-
ting altogether. The members of the Butler
Government had their action in that regard
to thank for the severe sethack they received
at the poll. I do not wish to appear contra-
dictory, but 1 suggest to the Government of
this State that if it wishes to retain its
ocenpancy of the Treasury beneh affer the
next general election, great care should be
exereised in dealing with this problem. Sev-
eral members have referred to the work of
the Main Roads Department and I desire to

endorse their approbation. The department

has carried out wonderful work throughount
the State, and the people who travel over
our roads are greatly appreciative,

Mr. Cross: That reform was introduced
by a Labour Government.

Mr. THORN: Well, wellt

Mr. Patrick: And where did the money
come from?

Mr. THORX: I must make a note of the
hon. member’s information. I congratulate
the Comniissioner of Main Roads and also
the Government on the progressive poliey
that has been pursued. Likewise I can bear
witness to the appreciation of the country
people. It has made transportation a
pleasure. Years ago we had to bump along
ill-formed roads, but now we do not hear
so much of that old tag abont “getting out
and getting under” We had to do a lot of
that years ago, but fo-day travelling is much
easier and we are appreciative of the fact.

MR. STUBBS (Wagin) [B.6]: First of
all T desire to congratulate yom, Mr.
Speaker, on the high position to which yon
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have been elevated, and whether your term
of office be long or short, I am certain that
the House will receive from you every fair-
ness and that your deeisions will be hased on
sound judgment. I congratulate the two
newcomers—the member for Hannans (Mr.
Leaby) and the member for Sussex (Mr.
Willmott). Both thase gentlemen, I believe,
will prove aequisitions to the Hounse and will
assist greatly in our deliberations. It is not
my intention to inflict a long speech upon
members, but there are fwo matters I desire
to bring under the notice of the Government.
They are guestions I deem worthy of con-
sideration. Everyone will admit that the
prosperity of the State depends to the ex-
tent of about 90 per eent. upon the produe-
tien of wealth from the soil. The alarming
fall in the price of primary produets, prin-
cipally wheat and wool, calls for serious
attention. I am pleased that members whe
have addvessed themselves to the debate have
referred to this phase. Those members were
drawn not only from this side of the
House, but from the Government benches as
well, MWhai is the best remedy to provide
in arder that the farmers may reccive a fair
price for their produets in return for their
work, often extending from 10 to 14 hours
a day all the vear round? What remedy can
we provide when we find that those farmers
are compelled to pay whatever price the
merchants and business people care to charge
for machinery and other articles necessary
for the production of that wealth, on top of
which the men on the land are compelled to
sell their output at world parity prices?
Will hon. members think for a minate? It
costs £2 in paper money to buy a sovereign,
and if the price of wheat falls lower, its
actnal value will be 1s. per hushel. Now,
that wheat eosts from 3s. 3d. to 3s. 6d. a
bushel to grow. I admit that we do not use
sovereigns in business in this State; we use
paper monev. Let anyone put a handful of
Australian notes into his pocket, fivers, ten-
ners, and fifties, and take them out of the
Commonwealth and see how much he will get
for them.

Recently the Government saw (it to give
the civil servants the five-day week. I under-
stand they make up the time which they
would have worked on Saturday by working
g0 many minutes longer each day, In my
constitueney, about 80 per cent. of the
people work not five days, but seven days a
week, I wonder what they would say to me
if I told them to knock off work on Satur-
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day and Sunday; and if they, and the other
primary producers of the State, did so, I
wonder how many civil servants would be
holding their positions. TWhy shonld a
farmer he compelled to work seven days a
week? The concession granted to the eivil
servants may not be a bait to catch votes, but
the average man in the eountry thinks it is
and says so, and I agree with him. The
present time was inopportune for the Gov-
ermnent {o grant that concession.

I ask members to helieve me when I say
that T hope in the legislation to be intro-
duced this session some measures will be in-
cluded that will have the effect of keeping
the country people on their holdings. Every
mail that comes to me from my district con-
tains letters from sons of farmers and busi-
nessmen asking me if I can find them a job
in the metropolitan area, The position is
serions, 1 sometimes ponder upon what will
be the result of this drift into the metro-
politan area. Ninety per cent. of the wealth
of Western Australia is produced from the
soll, not in the metropolitan area. What
will the Treasurer do if the farmers arve
forced to discontinue growing wheat? At
the price at whieh it is being sold to-day, it
certainly cannot be grown at a profit. Some
critics say that Australia grows too much
wheat. As a matter of fact, Australia grows
only 5 per cent. of the world’s production
of wheat. If Western Australia were with-
out the wheat industry, what would become
of the revenue of the railways? Other in-
dustries depend upon the wheat industry.
Superphosphate must be manufaetured, and
it has to be railed and distributed from one
end of the State to the other. I should feel
alarmed if there were a serious curtailment
of wheat production in thiz State. What
industry could take its place? Some people
suggest sheep and wool, but the price of
many classes of wool to-day is below the
cost of production. I predict serious trouble
for the State unless the Commonwealth and
all the State Governments combine to pay
the farmer for his wheat a price—not too
high—whieh will enable him to continue, if
not inerease, the production. If some sys-
tem ean be evolved thal will achieve this
desirable end during the present session,
then our time here will not have been spent
in vain. At present farmers are topsy-turvy
and in a stafe of unrest, and we ‘should do
all we can to assist them and make them
contented to remain on their holdings.
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The sceond matter to which I desire to
make reference has already heen touched
upon by the speakers who have preceded me.
I refer to native affairs. We have 16,340
aborigines in Western Australia, according
to the report laid on the Table. Of that
number, 12,000 are full-blooded aborigines,
and 4,300 are half and quarter-casies. Now,
the Government last year made available
to the Department of XNative Affairs the
sum  of £40,000, of which £8,000 was
earned from various stations under the
control of the Protector of Abarigines, By
some coincidence, the £8,000 was, according
to the report, received as revenue amd paid
direct to the Treasury.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: It always is.

Alr. STUBBS: Deducting the £8,000 from
the £40,000, we have £32,000 as a provision
for 16,340 aborigines, or £2 per head per
annum. The Protector cownplains that he is
handieapped for want of funds. Whether
the Grovernment agrees with me or not, the
fact remains that more money will have to
be provided for the aborigines in the near
futnre. T do pet know much about (he
method of controlling the natives in the
Kimberleys, where the greater number of the
full-blooded aborigines live; hut there are
4,000 half and quarter-castes who will be-
come a serious problem before very long,
unless a different system of control from
that at present existing is put into operation.
Between York and Beverley, according to a
table supplied by the Commissioner, there
are 1,500 or 1,600 half-castes and quarter-
castes, and some of those young men and
women gre nearly white. If any member
doubts my statement about the inerease of
these young people between the ages of 15
and 16 years and about their loitering in the
streets, let him pay a visit some week-end
to my eleetorate. Probably between 100 and
150 will be seen roaming ahout Wagin and
within two or three niiles of the town. Some
years ago a property of 8,000 acres existed
20 miles west of Wagin, and a number of
aborigines and half-castes did excellent work
in improving that and many similar hold-
ings. All the work of clearing, crubbing of
poison and fencing in those aveas, however,
has heen completed. and the only employ-
ment available to the majority of those
yvoung men is at shearing or harvesting time.
For seven or eight months of the vear they
roam around the country and do nothing.
Each year most of those men are given ra-
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Lions.  As they are umable to obtain work
handy to where they happen to be, they
siuply lvaf, and the longer they loaf the loss
will they be prepared to work as time goes
on, unlesy they are compellesd to do so.

Tha: brings me to eriticism 1 intend tu
level against the Government, and 1 do not
propoce to ninee watteis. Thivty years ago
a settlement for natives aud their progeny
was established at a place called Carvolup. I
any  lwn. member has not  seen  Car-
rolup I wish he conld spare a day to inspeet
it with me, If after doing =0 he does nol
reach the same vonclosion as 1, coneerning
the inadvisability of re-establishing the Car-
rolup settlement [ will withdraw all T have
satd in this House againzt the Government.
When Mr. Broun was Colonial Secrelary
some years ago he paid a visit to Carvolup
and promptly elosed it, amd willy-nilly trans-
ferred to Moore River all the natives from
the Great Southern that were willing to go.
That was a tragedy. The tragedy was not
that Carrolup was elosed down, but that an
attempt was made to persnade aborigines
and half-castes who had spent all their lives
in Wagin to go fo Moore River.

Mr. Sleeman: Who closed down Carro-
lup?

Mr. STUBBS: As a consequence, 95 per
cent. found their way back to Wagin. An
army of policemen would have heen needed
to keep them at Moore River,

AMr. Marshall: They bolted from Moore
River.

Mr. STUBBS: Ten thousand =neres of
Yand that had been used in conncction with
the settlement at Carrolup was then thrown
open for selection with the exeepbion of 23
acres that surrounded the buildings that had
been nsed to house those unfortunate people.
As time went on the land was alienated from
the Crown and taken up by settlers. Since
the closing of Carrolup the settlers have
cleared a large number of acres and as a re-
snlt the small river that ran through the
centre of the property is now more salty
than the ocean.  The Government has de-
cided to ve-establish Carrolup and to that
end has resumed between 2,000 and 3,000
acres of land from the settlers who took it
up when the land was thrown gpen for selee-
tion 20 years ago. What the Government
has paid, I @0 not know; probably not very
much. But this I know: that more than half
the buildings have bheen denunded of everv-
thing. Many of the windows have been re-
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moved, tugether with finors, roofs and doors.
1 admit that the buildings were well and
fuithtnlly constructerd, mostly of stone, and
to put them into habitahle order will not cost
a great deal.

Time and again T have protested during
the last five or six yvears against the propo-
sl to re-establish Carrolup, and the present
Chief Seevetary was good enough to say that
he would not re-open the settlement until he
had seen it for himself. Fle has not had time
to visit the place, but he has given instrue-
tions fto the Commissioner of Native Affairs
to proceed with the plang for re-upening the
settlement. My protest is not against the
department s intention to ameliorate the
eomdition of the natives in the Great South-
ern. On the contrary I commend the Gow.
crnment for its intention te do something
and not to remain asleep as it has been, and
as previons Governments lave heen, for
vears pagt. My eontenfion is that the loeal-
ity is totallv unsuitable, and I challenge anv-
onc ta contradict that statement. The Mints-
ter was questioned by a deputation I intro-
dueced to him a few weeks aro as to what
was to be done with the natives when they
were refurned to this rotten picee of country.
The land is of very poor ruatity.

M. Marshall: That is the point.

Mr. STUBBS: 1 would not eall it even
third-class conntry.  In its natnral state it
would nol earry a sheep to 20 aeres.

Hon. C. . Lathinn; Why should the Gov-
crnment buy it back when plenty of Crown
Ll is available?

Mr. BTUBBS: Some of it has been
hromght under snbjection and subterranean
clover has been established in patches. Ff
the Government attempts fo move aborigines
and their progeny from places like Beverley
and Narrogin and York to this partieular
spot, the attempt will fail, because the na-
tives will go grudgingly, When they go they
will take their dogs: but there is no hunting
in that distriet.  Twenty or 30 years ago kan-
garoos were numerouns, but it is not now pos-
sihle to see o kangaroo it a whole day's walk.
Aborteines and  their proreny will always
have their dogs. The Commissioner for
Native Affairs, in reply to a query T put to
kim, “What will the scttlers who are left on
this old Carrolnp estate do about the dogs?”’
answered, “If the dogs do anv injury to the
shoep, they will be destroyed.” One might
as well try to stop the tide from coming in



[25 Avarsr, 1938.]

as try to prevent any colony of aborigines
from keepine dogs, The natives will always
have dogs. TIn my belief the Govern-
ment will be munlet in damages if these dogs
destroy the sheep. XNative men and women
and their voung folk will not stop long in
any one place.  They have the wanderlust
ingrained in their system. Without a num-
ber of police. which would be a costly pro-
vision, no attempt to colonise a number
of natives in one centre could ever be sue-
cessful.  Instead of puoblic money being
synandered at Carrolup, in the endeavour
to ameliorate the condition of these un-
fortunate people, it would be hetter if the
Gavernment  established small holdings of
200 or 300 acres—-many such holdings ape
to he found within a mile or two of the
towns in the Great Southern—where they
eould be seitled.  Far better is it to do this
than to endeavour to induce them fo live in
a place like Carrelup, far removed from the
environments to which they have been aceus-
tomed all their lives. T hope the Government
will aceept ihis appeal in the spirtt in which
it 1s made. 1 do not think it iz too late to
reconsider the site, It is only concerning
the site that T have any quarrel with the
Government.  [f the money is expended in
the right direction, in the establishment of
schools, and a system whereby the young
peaple in the adoleseent stage may be taught
~ome useful emplovment, they will in after
vears he a henefit to themselves as well as to

the State.
I am sorry the Minister for Health
is not preseat, because I wish to re-

for to the searcity of medieal men and
nurses in agricaltural distriets. Tn one town
in my eleetorate the people have offered as
mch as £800 a year for the serviees of a doe-
tor, but cannot get one. Medical men prefer
to practise in the metropolitan area. When
the chairman of the road board complained
to me about the situation. and asked me fo
hring the matter np in Parliament, T said to
him, “Why do yon not advertise in the East-
ern States?’” He replied, ** We have spenl
pounds in advertising hat have not received
a single applieation.”

Mr. Patriek: Tf he advertised in Austria
he michi et summe applieations.

M- STUBBS: Tt is a serions malter that
incdical men =hould he Aockine to the metro-
politun area. There wust he a great dea] of
wonev in the profession. T hope the Min-
ister for Health will look into thiz maiter,
One part of my clectorale is 80 miles from
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the nearest doctor, [ have been endeavour-
ine to seenve a nurse for the settlers, who, in
ruen, would provide the necessary bhuilding,
but apparently £50 a year is all the Govern-
ment can find.  Nurses cannot be engaged
under about £4 a week., They, too, prefer
to practise in the metropolitan area. My
arivvautee is that too many people are living
within 23 miles of Parliament House.
Nearly halt the population of the State is
confredd in a few towns. The sitnation is
beconing very serious. The women in the
onter arveas represent the backbone of the
State. Most members have had the same ox-
perience that 1 have had when travelling
abont, auwd have seen the conditions under
which many people exist.  Numbers of
women  are so  dissatisfied (hat they are
urging their sons and daughters to leave
their farmg, and endeavour to find employ-
ment in Perth, There i3 no inducement
to =stayv where they are, and they arve
cudeavouring to persuade their husbands to
sell vut, The Government is not fully seized
ol the importance of keeping men on the
Jand nnless it informs the House of its in-
tention in respeet to the near future. We
want to know that the producers of wealth
from the seil are going to have a fair spin
for the hard work they have done and for all
the vears they have spent in the industry.
The posilich is so serious that 1 am eom-
pelled to eall the attention of the House to
1. Unless we, individually and eolleetively,
recognise the responsibilities we owe to these
prroducers, and can give them some assurance
that they will receive just treatment for the
work they have done, the State will receive
a serious setback. I ask vou, Mre. Speaker,
to accept my assurance that anything I and
my colleagues ean do to assist in bringing
about stability in the agricultural industry,
will surely be done. Unless we do that, we
shall he sorvely tried at the next eleetions,
and will deserve to be severely eriticised.

MR. WARNER (Mt. Marshall) [8.38]: T
desire to associate myself with other mem-
hers who Thave econgratulated you, MMr.
Spenker, on your accession to the high offiee
vou now hold. We all know how capable
vou are of upholiling the dignity of the posi-
tion, aml are satisfed that at all times vou
will he strmetly impartial. I bad not in-
tended to speak on this debate, but, seeing
that practically every member has done so,
it is well that T should refer to one or two
matters. The needs of the primary pro-
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ducers are well known to the House. One
of them is water supplies. In that respeet
this Government has been very kind indeed
to my district. My district has had quite a
lot given to it by the present Government,
and every request I have submiited has re-
ceived reasonable consideration. Whenever
money was available, my requests were
granted. I suggest fto the Minister for
Water Supplies that he consider the exten-
sion of the Barbalin scheme into the north-
eastern wheat belt. The Agrienlfural Bank’s
decision regarding setflers in that arvea is
not yet known, but the distriet is not to be
abandoned. It is to be converted into a
mixed farming area, and to that end it must
have a reasonable water supply. Every
hon. member knows that money wisely spent
on waler supplies gives permanent assets,

Turning to the Railway Department, the
Diesel car has proved a splendid unit. A
Diesel car is running on one of the three
loeoplines in my distriet. T hope the Minis-
ter will see his way, during this session, to
try out, if only for one or two weeks, a
Diesel car on the Lake Brown-Bullfinch line.
I am perfecily sure that a Diesel ear run-
ning there would prove profitable and would
give far betfer service than the ordinary
slow mixed train.

As regards education, I find it difficult to
understand the Government’s attinde in ap-
plying so small a proportion of the annual
vote to country schools and so large a pro-
portion to schools in the metroplitan area.
Many of the eountry schools are not suited
for their purpose owing to health and other
reasons. The furniture in them should have
been serapped many years ago. In faet,
furniture discarded by sehools in the metro-
politan area was sent to new schools in
country distriets. I am oceasionally sur-
prised at the energy of metropolitan mem-
bers in demanding, as they are cntitled to
demand, shelter sheds and playgrounds and
additions for schools in their electorates.
Again, they demand the scrapping of furni-
ture which is more modern than the furni-
ture in some country schools. The mem-
ber for a country distriet bas io put
np a great fight to get an addition fo a
school in his electorate, to get a shelter shed
for the use of the c¢hildren in summer, or
to have the school warmed in winter. Many
places in the country have a hard struggle
to get a school at all TUndoubfedly much
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of the furniture in country schools necds
replacing. I trust the Government will
allot a larger proportion of the Edueation
Vote to country schools this year, even if
funds are not available for the building of
new schools. True, I cannot complain about
the proportion given to my clectorate. I
understand that only ten country schools
were refurnished last year, and two of them
were in my distriet. However, complaints
are being received from so many places that
I do sincerely trust the Government will
make larger amounts available this year.

I turn now to the subject of hospitals. I
desire to know the reason why the metro-
Pelitan area is so greatly favoured, as
against country distriets, in respect of grants
for hospitals. XNo man in this House, and
very few outside it, but will admit that sick
people should receive attention first. We
all have a soft spot for a person in ill-health.
What I fail to nnderstand, however, is the
rush for erceting a large hospital in the
metropolitan area at this time, though I be-
licve the institution is needed and am glad
that it is to he provided. Why should the
people of the metropelitan aveas expect the
Government to find the whole of the money
required for that hospital, when eountry
people needing a lhospital arc invariably
called upon to find one-half of the amount
required? I do not overlook the fact that
the Lotteries Commission plays a great part
in the providing of funds for hospital acecom-
modation, However, the people in the
metropolitan area appear to think that they
should get a hospital without doing anything
at all themselves. In farming distriets not
much money ean be raised for any purpose
whatever., It takes all the people ean gef
hold of to cnable them to live, and in many
instanees they do not live well. ¥Yet when-
ever they apply for a grant ftowards the
building of a hospital, they are called upon
to find a auota. The Country Women’s
Association and the Women's Auxiliary of
the Returned Soldiers’ League form com-
mittees, and fight, and so raise the quota.
Seeing that this is the aceepted method in
country districts, the women think it is only
right; and they get down to business and
raise the funds requived. But I do not see
why that should be. If is not right to ask
country residenfs to raise quotas while the
people in the metropolitan area, who can
pay more than the ecountry people, arve not
required to raise guotas.
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Mr. Marshall: The Perth Iospital is a
community hospital. People go into it from
all parts of the eountry,

Mr. WARNER: I say definitely, no, In
my district there are five hospitals and three
bush nursing homes, and many of the
patients do not belong to the district at ail
and have never paid anything towards
the cost or upkeep of fhese institutions.
1 shall point out to the hon. member that
we also experience a proportion of patients
who cannot pay, and in our distriet, too,
the people have to pay their proportion of
the hospital tax out of every £1 they earn.

Mr. Marshall: We pay that too, and
more than you pay.

Mr. WARNER: T heard the Minister for
Health peint out the other night that many
people who could afford to pay for their
hospital treatment did not do so. We have
some such people in our district, I have
no quarrel with the department that at-
tempts to force people to pay when if is
known they arc in a position to do so. We
have heard it said that there are some
people who cannot afford to pay but have
been almost forced to do so. I have not
vet heard of any instance of distress war-
rants being issued against such people, or
of any harsh action of that description be-
ing taken against them. On the other hand,
in eonversation with the late Mr. Munsie,
when he was Minister for Health, I learat
of the amounts that ought to have been
paid but had not been paid. Mr. Munsie
pointed out to me how much more eould
have been done for country hospitals if
those amounts had been forthcoming, I never
knew that gentleman to fail te give the
full facts when he was asked for them.
While on that subjeet, I would like to sup-
port the remarks of the Premier, when he
referred, in the opening stages of the ses-
sion, to the services of his late colleague.
Toe my mind, Mr. Munsie was beloved for
his kindliness and his gentlemanly mannar,
particnlarly when he came in contact with
those who were sick and those who were
Inoking after the sick. He was in my dis-
trict on two oceasions to open hospitals,
and by the manner in which he addreszed
the people at those gatherings, he made
friends of them all. His suceessor will have
a hard task to live up to the standard
set by Mr. Munsie, but I believe that mem-
bers opposite have selected the right man
for the position. There are five hospitals
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in my electorate, and the present Minister,
althongh he has not been in charge of his
depariment for very long, has already vis-
ited four of them. He is making himself
acquainted with the requirements of the
institutions under his control. I believe
that in the Hon. A, H. Panton we have a
sympathetic Minister in charge of our hos-
pitals. I shall not detain the House much
longer, but I should like to dwell a little
on the conditions that obtain in my elec-
torate. As members are aware, I have
usually found it necessary to deal with that
subjeet. On this occasion I thought T would
be able to speak in a more optimistic tone
than is possible at the present stage.
Nevertheless, the indications are that the
settlers fo-day have a better chance than
they had during the past six years. It
needs only following rains to seeure for
them their first harvest in three years. I
know every member of this House will join
with me in expressing the hope that the
farmers in the north-eastern part of my
electorate will have a good season. I have
had doleful tales to tell in the past, bhat
members have tolerated my utterances be-
cause they knew I was presenting Ffaets.
Tirst the settlers experienced three years
during which low prices operated, and then
followed three years of drought. We all
know that a drought brings in its train
diseases and vermin. Grasshoppers bring
turkeys, and I do not know wheiher the
cause arises from the good roads that have
been constructed or what it is, but the fur-
keys have disappeared.

Mr. Marshall: People have shot them.

Mr. WARNER: I do not think that is
the explanation.

The Premier: Don’t vou think the foxes
got them?

Mr. WARNER: I do not think so. How-
ever, if the present rains confinue in my
district and we have following rains, I will
he prepared to join with other members
in any jocularity they may indulge jn. I
think the Honse will agree with me that the
settlers In my electorate have suffered
ereatly during those six years, and are de-
serving of suceess this season. Most of
the settlers in the north-east are ex-miners
who settled on heldings on which they
have remained ever since, They en-
countered bad times, and their eredit was
stopped. Assistance from the Agricultural
Bank terminated, and they have earvied on
ever since without it. If they ean continue
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now and can hold on through next year, T
know members will join with me in wishing
them all suceess' and in paying a tribute to
them for having surmounted their troubles.
The settlers there did their bit during the
war, und while they have been on the land,
experienced, in addition to the difficulties 1
have outlined, the misery of seeing their
wives and children without adequate supplies
of food and elothing. Their wives stood by
and helped them, and in many instances
they have reared families. Now, when the
lads have grown to a stage when they could
be of assistanee, they have had to drift away
to seek other nvenues of employment hecaunse
the farms do not return enough to support
them all. These men deserve the commenda-
tion of the ecommunity for the manner in
whieh they have stuck to their work, and 1
feel sure that their childrerr will prove
dinkom diggers, heeause they come from
great stoek. There is much else that I could
say, but others desire to speak. I shall have
further opportunities to address the House
on other tapies to which I desive to draw at-
tention. 1 support the motion.

MR. PATRICK (Greenongh) [8.58]: I
desire to congratulate vou, Mr. Speaker. om
your elevation to your high office, hut those
congratulations are tinged with a cerfain
amount of regret that you are no longer sil-
ting on the cross-benches, where, in my
opinion, you exerted an almost eduecative jn-
fluence, not only on your own side of the
House but on eertain members of the Oppo-
sition. You had specialised particularly on
marketing and co-operation, two subject: on
whizh a great amount of education is desir-
able, Tn fact, it has always been a wonder
to me that regarding co-operation in par-
ticular. T have heard adverse eriticism com-
ing from the Government side of the House.
I always considered that the co-operative
movement, which orieinated as a working
man’s movement and, in the Old Country, is
still saeh. show'd reecive the fnll sunport of
any section ealling itself a Labour Party. I
also desire to extend my felicitations to the
two new memhers. T feel eertain that with
their general knowledge and specialised ac-
auaintance with their own localities they will
add to the eollective wisdom of this Hoase.
Anvone reading the Lieut.-Governor's
Speech, even if he were net possessed of the
qualifications of a Sherlock Tlolmes, would
come to the conclusion that an election was
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not far distant. I wish to take the some-
what unusual course of telling a story to
illustrate my point. At a certain seaside
town, a clergyman was sitting at the end of
the pier with a beantiful daughter on each
side of him. A man wandered along and
thought they were fishing, He looked at the
elergyman and asked, “Well, old man, how
goes the fishing?’ The clergyman replied
i o dignified manner, “Sir, T am a fisher of
men.”  “Well, then,” said the man, “you
have got the right bait.” The point I wish
to make is that evidently the Government
has the hook well baited for the coming elec-
tions. I admit that at previous elections
the Labour Party had some very fine
slogans, and among them, “Keep Collier
Premier.”

Mr. Sleeman: “Work for aill”?

Mr. PATRICIC: That was a very good
slogan, too. Admittediy, the Collier slogan
was & gond one, beeanse there is no doubt
that the memher for Boulder was one of the
onistanding politicians of his time. The
pilot having been dropped, the nccessity
arises {for some substitute, The party is
evidently getting into difficult water, and so
we have this well-baited hook in an endea-
vounr to eatch the wily elector.

Hon. C. G. Latham: If will deceive the
people.

Mr. PATRICK: I am not so sure.
bait is too obvious.

Mr. Sleeman: We will get another slogan.

Mr. PATRICK : T hope, with the member
for Pingelly (Mr. Seward), that we shall
not have # repetition of what we had at the
end of last session, when legislation was
roshed through without members baving
the opportunity to studv it. We can
see one result of snch rush legislation
in the Bread Act. Ong gathers from corre-
spondence that has been taking place in the
daily Press that two rather important ques-
tiong woere not eonsidered when the Bill was
nnder discussion, namely, (1} the con-
sumers, and (2) the officers whose duty it
is to poliee the Act on behalf of the eon-
sumers. The position is now that we are
metting a rather short-weight loaf, but we
arce told that our compensation is that we
are getting hetter baked bread. I consider
T am as competent to judge the quality of
bread as anyone. and I cannot pereeive any
difference between the quality of the bread

The
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we are now getting and the quality of the
bread we got before the Aet was passed.

The Premier: Are we getting shori-weight
bread?

Mr. PATRICK: If the hon. member will
read the report of one of the Fremantle in-
spectors, he will find that the inspector said
he had weighed many loaves and found
shortages of weight ranging up to a number
of ounces.

Hon, C. G. Latham: As a matter of faet,
there i3 no antherity to-day to weigh bread.

Mr. PATRICK : The Premier scems lo me
to have dropped the role of restraint that
he assumed last year, and developed what
might be called the Micawber toueh. TIf one
looks baek at last year’s transaetions, I ad-
mit there is ground for his opfimism, but
we have to look to the future. The Premier
said that the Leader of the Opposition was
wvery pessimistic.

The Premicr: No.
ful view.

Mr. PATRICK: The view of the Leader
of the Opposition is only the view of the
Leader of the Federal Oppositien, who said
that, in his opinion, regression is inevitable.
T was pleased the other day to read the re-
ference made by the Leader of the Federal
Opposition to the good work done by the
British Prime Minister, Mr. Chamberlain. I
say 5o, because about this time last year I
attended a public meeting held in Perth
which was addressed by some University pro-
fessors. In referring to Mr, Chamberlain,
one of them used the expression “senility,”
and said, “It is all right to let Mr. Cham-
herlain earry out his poliey, beeanse he is
an old man, and by the time the British
Empire collapses in tuins, he will be dead,
and so the question will be of no further in-
terest to him.” I think it a pity that the
Australian Broadeasting Commission allows
what T might term some of the solemn
asses to hroadeast on international affairs.
T think the Commission mizht gel men

1 said he took a dole-

with more eceneral knowledge: the Com-
misgion could find them. There are
Jjournalists—I  will not ention  their

names—who are hetter qualified for the work
than are men with the narrow universitv
viewpoint.  Buat all this is by the way. T
agree with Mr. Cartin, the Leader of the
Feoderal Onposition, that a verv serions posi-
tion lies ahead of Australia so far as our
exporl industries are concerned. Take one
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item alone, wool. Last year the export value
of our wool dropped ftrom £60,000,000 to
£42,000,000. That is a big decline—
£18,000,000.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It will probably drop
further.

Mr. PATRICK: As regards wheat, this
year the United States Grovernment estimates
that the world aggregate will be 4,200,000,000
bushels. and the " total world supply,
with the ecarry-over, will be 4,850,000,000
hushels, This, I may say, will be the largest
crop in history. The United States’ estimate
of its own crop is 967,000,000 bushels, com-
Ppared with the last five years’ average of
(41,000,000 bushels.  Members will  sev,
therefore, how very scrious is the position of
the wheat industry, Sonie action must be
taken to cnsure that the Australian wheat-
grower gets a fair price for his product.

The member for Avon (3Mr. Boyle)} men-
tioned the refercndum recently taken by the
Commonwealth. Politically, 1 think there is
much humbug in connection with refer-
endums. T ean guite undevstand the posiilon
taken up by the member for Nedlands, but T
cannot understand the position taken up by
tembers on the Government henches. They
opposed the referendum because they con-
sidered it went too far. Their colleagues in
the Yederal sphere opposed it becanse they
considered it did not go far enough, and in
that opposition they were logical, as on two
previous oceasions a referendum was taken
to give tho Commonwealth power over the
whole of the trade and commerce of Auns-
tralia without any limitation whatever. On
the first occasion when that question was put
to the people of Australia, the State of
TWestern Australin—the so-ealled secessinn
State—was the only State that voted for it.
On the second occasion the referendum was
defeated by a narrow majority in Australia
as a whole, but ecarried in three States,
namely, Queensland, South Australin and
Western Australia. To indicate the rompeti-
tion that cxists in the world’s market for
wheat, and how one country is trying to beat
down another, I will give some quotations
that are onlv a dav or two old. Western
Australian wheat in London a week or two
ago was 28s. Od. a quarter: to-day it is
anoted at 27s. 3d. Canada Neo. 3 Northern
was quoted at 32s. 6d. a week ago: to-day
it is 27s. 9d.  Canada’s priee has heen re-
duced to praectically the same as  ours.
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United States wheat was guoted at 25s. 9d.
and is now 25s. 6d. Russia, which is doing
the biggest damage of all, was quoted at
24s. 6d. and is selling to-day at 24s. That
is 3s. 3d. a quarter less than the price quoted
for Western Australian wheat.  Various
schemes have heen propounded to overcoms
the diffienlty. A Premiers’ econference is be-
ing held and a conference of growers’ repre-
sentatives is also taking place at which the
whole wheat position is under consideration.
At that conference there will be a consider-
able conflict of opinion. Our Minister for
Lands, for instance, considers the Federal
Government should adopt the simplest
method, which is the imposition of an excise
tax on flour such as we had previously; and
he says that the only factor preventing that
scheme being adopted is a political one. I
agree with him that that is the simplest
method and that the obstacle to its adoption
is political. But it is all very well for the
Mintster for Lands to recommend this sys-
tem, becanse he knows that the whole of his
own party in the Federal Parliament is op-
posed to it and is trying fo throw the respon-
sibility on what might be termed the cicy
party or the Nationalists, who are opposing
the scheme for the same reason as that of the
Labour Party. The impression I gained in
the Eastern States, after having read lead-
ing articles in the daily papers, was that the
Eastern States uwnanimously considered that
the Commonwealth scheme bhaving baen
ruled out by the referendum, the obliga-
tion was now thrown on the States to pro-
vide & home-consumption price. The onus
has been thrown on the States. Western
Anstralia is not likely to receive a great
deal of sympathy from the Eastern States.
I was interested to rvead leading articles in
the different papers ahout Yampi Sound iron
ore. Unanimously they were against this
State. T talked to various politicians on
hoth sides and they were all opposed to
Western Australia on this question. I can
easily understand why the Leader of the
Qpposition in the Federal House took no
steps to move tho adjourmment of the House
over the Yampi Sound question, and why
none of the National Party members took
such steps. Tt was hecause the men belong-
mng to their parties outside of Western Aus-
tralia were almost unanimously opposed fo
Western Australia. However, it is cssential
that the Western Australian Government
should make some move in the matter of a
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home-consumption price for wheat beeause
that is absolutely vital to our economy. Last
vear wheat was the factor most responsible
for the improvement in the railway finances.
The freight on wheat amounted to £495,174
as against £314,465 in the previous year.
Out of a total increased revenue in the Rail-
way Department of £228,000, no less than
£184,000 was derived from the carriage of
wheat.

One of the dangers 1 foresep is that the
larger States like New South Wales will take
independent aetion.  That has been done
regularly in individual States in America
that are working under practically the same
Constitution as ours. There are many
methods by whieh they evade the Conslitu-
tion and fix their own priee, and prevent
goods coming in from other States, bui
those methods wonld be of ne use in West-
ern Australia.  To show what can be done
by a larger State, I point ont that this year
New South Wales will retain 21,500,000
bushels of wheat for feed and seed. Vicloria
will retain 15,000,000 bushels, Seuth Aus-
tralia 7,000,000 bushels, Western Australia
6,000,000 bushels (out of a total of
36,000,000), and Queensland, Tasmania and
the TFederal Territery, 5,177,000 bushels.
Let me now give members an idea of how the
flour tax operates. The tax was imposed last
in 1935-36, In that year Western Australia
paid only £80,000 ont of a total of
£1,045,000. The amount this Staie actually
paid in flour tax was infinitesimal compared
with the tremendous benefits we derived from
the total money raised by the tax. The
farmer cannot continne to huy as he is
doing, on a protectionist hasis, and sell his
produce on a free-trade basis. (Over the last
20 years there has been a tide of rising costs
and falling prices. Either Auvstralian costs
nnst come down, which seems diffienlt to
achieve, or prices must go up. The National
Party considers that this question vequires
investigation, I heg to differ from the
National Party beeause, while we ave in-
vestigating ‘the problem no fewer than 25
different countries in the world have fixed a
minimum, price of wheat for home consump-
tion, and any of those countries that have a
surplus throw it on to the world market at
hargain prices, and the Australinn consumer
appears to think that those prices are the
prices at which he should get wheat for local
consumption.
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The Minister for Railways: Is the mini-
mum price the maximum in any of those
eountries?

Mr, PATRICK: I could not say. In New
Zealand, which is under Labour control, the
price has heen fixed as high as 7s. a hushel,
and I do nof think the price of bread is any
higher there on that account than it iz in
Western Australia. A drop in the farmer’s
purchasing power will react on the whale
community. The member for North-East
Fremantle (Mr. Tonkin) had something to
say on this matter last night. He scemed to
think the farmer might obtain a very large
crop of wheat and although that might affect
Jhim it would not affect the rest of the com-
munity, But consider our reecord crop of
53,000,000 bushels in 1930. That was sold
for something like 1s, 8d. a bushel. Did
not that react on the whole community?

Mr. Tonkin: That is exactly what I said.

Mr. PATRICK: Was that not the posi-
tion in every other eounfry in the world
where the prices of primary products col-
lapsed? Did not President Roosevelt say
that the hiegest canse of the collapse was
that the farmers had lost their purehasing
power? Tet me give an instanee. In 1930,
the year in which the member for Boulder
(Hon. P. Collier) went out of office, he
budgeted for a surplus of £105,000. In the
sueceeding year, in which the Mitchell-
Latham Government was in office, the col-
lapse of purchasing power changed that sur-
plus to a deficit of £518,000. The revenue
wag £742,000 less than Mr. Collier’s estimate.
The tremendous effect on the revenne of the
State of a collapse in prices will therefore
be observed. Such collapses also affect Fed-
eral revenue. If one considers the reduction
in the export of wool last year and the tre-
mendous reduction in the price of wheat, one
realises that those things are bound to have
a tremendous effeet on importations into this
country. One of the main sources of Federal
revenue is, the receipts from Customs col-
lected through the tariff. Last year this
amounted to ahout £30,000,000. If our ex-
ports are reduced enormously owing to a fall
in prices, there will be a big reduction in
Customs revenue through reduced imports.
The member for Nedlands (Hon. N. Keenan)
made a rather absurd statement. He said
that farmers need not worry ahout the tariff
as it had no eflfect on their industry. It
would not matter if a duty of 10s. a bushel
was puf upon wheat, as they would not be
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affected. Of cowrse, such a duty would not
affect the farmers, but the tariff itself has
an enormous effect in raising costs against
the primary indnstries of Austrvalia. I re-
member that the first binder I purchased
was landed on the farm for £38. To-day a
similar machine costs about £100. We have
sent out many wheat farmers into dry aveas
where there are no water supplies. They
were unable fo use horses, and had to de-
pend upon tractors, moter trucks, ete. We
know the extent to which the price of trucks
and motor vehicles has been inereased as a
result of the tariff. It may be said that a
motor truck in Awustralia costs at least three
times as much as it docs in the conntry of
origin. It is nonsense to say that the tariff
has no effect upon our primary industries.
The trouble is that against the rising costs
there has been a collapse in the price of
primary produets. The high costs remain,
and there is no method by which they can
be brought down. The member for Kal-
goorlie (Mr. Styants) and the member for
Fremantle (Mvr. Sleeman) said it was not
fair to impose a flour tax or raise the price
of wheat as thal would raise the price of
bread for a particular scetion of the com-
munity, whiech would suffer in a way that
would net be so notieeable with other sec-
tions of the community. I guestion whether
a fair price for wheat would increase the
price of bread. Tt would seem to have very
little effect on the price of bread in Aus-
tralia.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: In Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. PATRICK: In England during
the war wheat was being imported at a
cost of 11s. or 12s. a bushel, but the high-
est price bread touched was 9ld. per
Hb. loaf. In Australia where we had
mueh cheaper wheat to dispose of, the
lowest price bread was sold ai was 7d. per
2lb. loaf. I have here some interesting
figures prepared by the State Government
Statistician, and I presume they are cor-
rect. I have the price of wheat per bushel,
of flour, bran, poltard and bread from 1910
to 1937. I will quote some of the figures.
In 1910 wheat was being sold at 4s, 015d.
per bushel, flour at £8 19s. 6d. per ton, bran
£5 19s. 10d., pollard £35 19s. 4d., and bread
at 3%d. per loaf. In 1920 the price of
wheat was 7s. 2d. 2 bushel, flour £17 0s. 84,
bran £9 6s. 8d., pollard £9 6s. 8d., and bread
5%%4d. In 1921 wheat was sold at 7s, 4d. a
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bushel, flonr £19 17s, 8d., bran and pollard
£10 a ton, and bread at 6d. In 1929, when
wheat was Js. 034d. a bushel the price of
fHour was £13 3s. 11d., and of bread 5%d.
In 1931 when wheat was at 2s. 3lhd. per
bushel fob., flour was at £8 0s. 2d., bran
at £3 0s. 4d., pollard at £5 4s. 11d, and
bread at $4d. In 1932 when wheat was
sold at ds. 1V4d, a bushel bread was sold
at 4d. The period 1934 to 1936 was that
when the Commonwealth flour tax of £2
12s. Gd. per ton was in operation. In 193
wheat was sold at 2s. 1114d. per bushel
and bread at 3d. a Joaf. TIn 1935 wheat
was sold at 3s. 2l4d. per bushel and bread
at 5%d. a leaf; and in 1936 the price of
wheat was 3s. 1134d. per bushel and bread
was 33 d. per loaf. Lven with the flour tax
of £2 125, 6d. per ton bread was still
cheaper than it is to-day. Last year wheat
was sold at 5s. 644U., flour at £14 3s, 84,
bran at £6 13s., pollard at £6 17s. 2d., and
bread at 6d. The price of wheat, therefara,
had very litile effect on the price of bread.
I did not hear any complaints about Lhe
price of bread in this State from the other
side of the House last year when wheut
averaged thronghout the year something
like 5s. 6d. a bushel fob. We are not
asking for anything like such a price as
5s. 64d. per bushel for wheat for home con-
sumption. I have some other figures that
are made up on the basis of the price of
wheat on 2nd Angust of this year. At 4d.
per bushel sidings the price of wheat on
that date was 2s. 10d. a bushel. The price
of flonr {eash) was £11 10s., bran £7, and
pollard £7 4s. The farmers sold 2,000 1bs.
of wheat valued at £4 15s.; and freight at
4d. a hushel and handling charges at 3d.
came to 19s. From that 2,000 Ibs. of wheat
ecame 60 per cent. of flour valued at £6 12s,,
and 40 per cent. of bran and pollard valued
at £2 15s.. a total of £9 7s. The wheat-
grower received £4 13s. for his 2,000 lbs.,
the railwav freights and handling charges
came to 19s, and the miller’s charge for
gristing eame to £3 13s. Taking the price
of bread at 5d. a loaf—evidently a special
cash price—the baker from this 2.000 Ibs.
of wheat was able to make 1,350 2lb. loaves
and sell them for £28 2¢, 6d. For that the
haker actually paid £11 10s., that is the
enst of the flour. He received as his share
£16 12s. 6d. The wheat, therefore, was
worth £4 155, to the grower. the railway
and handling charges came to 19s., the mil-
ler received £3 13s., and the baker £16 12s.

[ASSEMBLY.]

6d. If members will work this out at 5d.
a loaf they will find that if the wheat-
grower had delivered that 2,000 lbs. of
wheat to the miller absolutely free of
charge, the price of bread would still have
heen 4d. a loaf. They will then see what
little effect the price of wheat has had
on the price of bread. There are other
methods by whieh the priee of bread can
be brought down in the metropolitan area.
In respect to milk, Melbourne has adopied
the zone system. Six or seven milkmen
would not be found delivering milk in one
street; all would be allotted a different zone.
If something of this nature were done in
regard to bread, a fair reduction eould be
made in the price. A seleet committee of
some years ago, of which I was a member,
had it in evidence that the ¢ost of delivering
bread in Perth was 114d. per loaf. That is
just abont double the value of the wheat in
the loaf. As T said before, when the Minis-
ter for Tands was speaking about the great
amounts that had been written off the in-
debtedness of Western Awstralian farmers,
if we did not do something fo put the price
of wheat in the same position as it had been,
we would in a few years revert to the same
debt basis on which we had been writing

down. Admittedly we are living in a mad
world. Both TItaly and Germany wani
wheat. Thev eould do with millions of

bushels of wheat, buf under the policy they
have adopted they will not allow wheat to
enter their country. Australia is the
greatest producer of high-class wool in the
world, and yet there is a proposal to put
a high bonus on cotton, to build it up into
another industry similar to the sugar indus-
try of Queensland. Meanwhile the United
States has millions of bales of eotton on hand
with which the Government dees not know
what to do. Millions of bales were pur-
chased by the United States Government last
vear, and it is still holding them beeanse
there is no market for them.

Getting on to another subject, last ses-
sion the Minister for Lands ridiculed the
idea of hasing revaluation of farming pro-
perties on prices and profits. While T was
in Victoria a report came out from what is
known as the Closer Settlement Board, and
all the newspapers there were acclaiming the
magnifieent work done by that board. Last
vear the board hased its valuations on the
20-vears average prices of primary products.
The averages adopted for wheat and wool
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were—wheat 3s. 8d. per bushel, wool 1s. per
Ib. I may mention that in the other Auvstra-
lian States wheat is taken on the £.0.b. price.
Western Australia is the only State that
takes wheat on the basis of 4d. railway
freizht, and takes butter at 1s. 2d. per Ib.
The readjustments in Viectoria reduced the
sottlers’ payments to the State during
the last five vears from f£8,716,000 to
£1475,000. Thas the annual payments
made by the seitlers to the State were writ-
ten down by practically 50 per cent. When
the board took over in 1932, £12,000,000 had
already heen written off; and the whole loss
is estimated at no less than £33,000,000.

It is, of course, one of the penalties of
pushing out land settlement too rapidly.
That has been the experience not anly of
Victoria and Western Australia but of all
new countries. When Professor Lowric
was Director of Agrienlture here, he warned
the then Government of the danger of push-
ing out land settlement too rTapidly. espe-
cially on to the eastern fringe of settlement,
into the doubtful rainfall arcas. A Royal
Commission of whieh T was a member found
recently that not only had farmers been
pushed out—in some parts of my own elec-
torate too, I may say—into doubtful rain-
fall country. but also into verv poor quality
of land. There is no doubt that as the result
of re-classification and revaluation severe
writing-down will have to take place in re-
lation to many of these properties.

The subjeet of education has heen men-
tioned by several members—for instanece,
the member for Forrvest (MMiss Holman).
The need for improvements in the edueation
system in country districts has been stressed.
While there was a litile eriticism from some
metropolitan members, T was pleaged to
learn that a high school was at last to be
established in Geraldton. Geraldton serves
a huge territory, and shounld have had a high
sehool years ago. While we have what is
called a system of free secondary education
and free University education, it is not free
eduecation for the country child. A metro-
politan child living in its parents’ home can
attend a secondary school or the University
at verv little eost; but the counirv children
have to he boarded out, and, as the member
for Forrest mentioned. that means an ex-
penditure of 22s. Gd. to 25s. per week.

T am glad also that the Government has
decided to adopt something that I have been
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advoeating for the last three or four years—
the eollection of income tax at the source.
From the experience of New South Wales
I feel surc that we shall eatch a lot of in-
come tax which has previously been evaded,
although probably we shall lose a consider-
able amount—an amount that the extra in-
come caught will largely make up for. We
are going to lose revenue because the finan-
cial emergency tax is at present on the gross
income, no exemptions being allowed, while,
on the other hand, there are considerable ex-
emptions in eonneetion with income tax.
Again, under the present income tax the
exemption of single men starts at £100. I
do not know whether under the reconstructed
methed the Government intends to depart
from that prineiple. My own view is that
while the State contributes so much to the
cost of soeinl services, there is an overwhelm-
ing argument in favour of cveryvone paying
something, no matter how little, towards the
cost of government herc.

Mr. Cross: Even a washerwoman?

Mr. PATRICK: Evervone should pay a
little. The goldmining industry is undoub-
tedly one of Western Ausiraiia’s main imdus-
tries, although in the economy of Australia
it does not bulk so large. For instance, last
year Australia exported £157,000,000 in Aus-
tralian eurrency, and the value of the whole
of the gold exported was only £11,000,000.
But in the ecconomy of Western Australia
goldmining is undoubtedly a big factor. The
Premier seemed to think that one of the big
factors in the industry itself was the help
granted by his Government.  That help
represents a factor, but the main factor in
the prosperity of our goldmining industry
is without doubt the high price of gold. In
this House we passed unanimously a Bill
for the construction of a railway to the Big
Bell mine: but there would not have heen
any Bir Bell mine if gold had not reached its
present price.  Indeed, many of the big
mines in this State eould not carry on with
gold at a sterling price of £7 per ounce. They
depend ahsolutely on the extra 35s. per
ounce which they gain hy way of exchange.
Goldmining is a very bright spot. as the
member for Hannans (Mr., Leahy) said; but
it is not altogrther as bright as he would
indicate. For instanee, the “T.ondon Econo-
mist” recently eommented on the disappoint-
ing results of Western Australion goldmin-

ing eompanies. Tt said—
Sharehalde=s have experienced pvery s=ort
of rvebuff. Excesses on the part of profes-
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sioua[_nperators, combined with thoroughly
bad mining results, have so depressed values
that confidence will not quickly be restored.

The Premier: A million pounds was paid
in dividends last year.

Mr. PATRICK : Yes, but the Premier will
admit that there has been very little new
eapital coming into the goldmining industry
of Western Australia, and that there is little
prospeet of obtaining  additional ecapital
from Yondon. T referred to this question a
vear or two ago, pointing ont that eertain
classes of promoters of mining companies
were damaging the industry. For instance,
one notorious promoter told the British
public thai the investment of British eapi-
tal for the mass production of gold—that
is a good term, “mass production”—was in
every way warranted, as it presented every
reasonable guarantee of lavge profits com-
bined with financial seenrity. The results
of that gentleman’s promotions up to date
are, of counrse, the theme of the article in the
“London Eeonomist.” This promoter raised
millions, but up to date the only person who
has henefited is himself. We had, of course.
huge flotations; and, as I pointed out at
the time, there were two or three gold mines
—say, the Yellowdine or the Comet—which,
if they had been promoted as local com-
panies, would have made very profitable
small companics and would have retnrned
good dividends. But what is the position?
One of those big firms, the Anglo-Anstra-
lian company, has shares in the Yellowdine
company and the Comet ecompany. To show
how that works out, in those two concerns
there are no fewer than 6,000,000 shares in
each, making 12,000,000 shares in all. The
other company I mentioned has 2,000,000
shares. If it is decided to distribute the
profits made by the Yellowdine and Comet
companies, members will see how much the
British investors will get out of this mass
production of gold. Taking the long view of
it, this type of promofer has been a curse
to goldmining in this State.

Mr. Marshall: Unfortunately encourage-
ment has heen extended to that type of pro-
moter,

Mr. PATRICIC: In the particular instance
I have referred to, not only does the pro-
moter secure a rake-off in large blocks of
shares as well as cash, but he is able to get
practical control of the company. A person
holding a few shares never bothers to record
his vote at company meetings, so that the
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man with a big block of shares is actually
in control, To-day the position is that that
individual has a grip, like the “0Qld Man of
the Sea” in “Sinbad the Sailor,” on the gold-
mining industry of Western Australia.
There is another phase of interest. I do
not know whether it is regarded as mining,
but at any rate it represents a big gamble. I
refer to the proposal to assist in the finding
of oil in this State. There is ne doubt that
it is & gamble. At a picture show a week or
two ago, I saw sereened a picture of a hore
being pulled up. Presumahly the site was
in an oil basin because there were scores of
derricks to be seen, The hore was being
pulled up from a depth of 135,000 ft., and
still the promoters had not struck oil. That
goes to show what a tremendous gamble it
i1s. Nevertheless, the proposal is worth while.
We can afford to take the risk, becaunse if we
do discover oil in thiz State it will be more
valaable fo us than the goldmining industry.
Although the memher for Collie (Mr, Wil-
son) may not like it, such a discovery would
be a wonderful eheck on what ean be termed
the eoal monopoly, and remove an objection
so often voiced by the member for Yilgarn-
Coolgardie {Mr. Lambert} to the unse of im-
ported oil in Western Anstralia.

With regard to the proposed establish-
ment of a burean of industry and economic
research, I would like, with other merobers,
to see an expansion of secondary indusiries
in this State, but I realise that there are
difficulties in the way, T think the member
for South Fremantle (Mr. Fox) referred to
the institntion of a 40-hour week, and said
Western Australia should adopt that prin-
ciple. In Queensland where a Labour Gov-
ernment is in absolute power, the Premier,
Mr. Forgan Smith, refused to institute that
system until it was adopted throughont Aus-
tralia, becanse otherwise, he said, it would
place his State at a considerable disadvan-
tage. The same argument applies to the
basic wage in Western Australia as com-
pared with those operating in other States.
Personally, I think there shonld he Austra-
lia-wide basic wage and standard hours. It
has been snggested, and I think the sugges-
tion admirgble, that this could be deter-
mined by a Commonwealth arbitration
judge, and an arbitration judge from each
State, sitting together as a court, to recom-
mend the basic wage and standard hours to
be fixed, and that legislation should be in-
troduced to make them apply to all Federal
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and State awards. At the present time
it scems to me that it will be very diffi-
cult to increase the number of factory
employees in this State, unless we adopt the
method proposed by the Minister for Em-
ployment a year or two ago when he sug-
gested constituting every single person a
factory. Such a process would for statisti-
cal purposes, add considerably to the num-
ber of employees. Certainly no sane man
and no large manufacturer, after examining
the conditions operating in the various
States, would choose Western Australia in
which to start manufacturing. It may be of
interest to know that the late Mr. MeCallum,
who was Minister for Works in the Collier
Government, when introdueing the Indus-
trial Arbitratton Bill in 1924, had this
agpect of the question in mind. To
quote his own words, he advocated
“supreme Commonwealth jurisdiction with
subsidiary State courts, leaving the State
courfs to declare that, owing to inter-
state competition in industry, a Federal
award was desirable” Therefore, 1in
slightly ~different words, the late Mr.
MeCallum cxpressed the same iden a5 I have
advocated to-night.

The Premier, with his usual look of bland
innocence, protested against a statement that
political appointments have been made in
this State during the last few years. The
fact is that we ean gquote nunerous instances.
It is merely nceessary to mention the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust. A former Labour
Glovernment inercased the personnel of the
Trust so as to appoint a primary producers’
representative, and when that gentleman died,
Mr. Angwin was first appointed in his stead,
and he was suceceded by 2 representative of
the lumpers. If that was not an absolutely
political appointment, I do not know what
would be considered in that category. Then
we have what T consider a supreme joke as
& judicial body—the present superfluous
Licensing Court. Last year I quoted a reso-
lution passed by the Trades Hall urging the
Government to remove the present Lient.-
Governor and Agent-General and to replace
them by good Labour men.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Was that done?

AMr. PATRICK: No. There are probably
very good reasoms why it was not done,
Possibly that is the only instance in which
the present Government has not been able
to ecarry out such a recommendation. Per-
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sonally, T hope that when a new Agent-
(Gieneral is appointed it will not be a politi-
cal appointment, but one along the lines
adopted by the South Australian Govern-
ment which appointed Mr. McCann, a good
commercial agent. All we want in London
is a man with an adequate knowledge of the
marketing requirements with regard to our
commodities. That is really the only excnse
for retaining the position. To-day the
Agent-General has nothing to do with the
raising of money, cven if we were able to
float a loan in London. The main object of
such a position in London to-day is to pnsh
the sale of our export commodities.

My. Marshall: Don’t yon think the pre-
sent Agent-Geeneral is any good?

Myr. PATRICK: Naturally he would not
be required there at all if the views of the
member for Roebourne (Mr. Rodoreda)
were adopted. X do not know if he spoke in
sertousness or was trying to be humorous
when he said we should wipe onf our exports
altogether.  There scemed te be some con-
fused thinking on the Government side of
the Mouse, becanse when the member for
Rochourne sal down, lhe member for For-
rest (Miss Holman) rose, and pointed out
how necessary it was that we should expand
the export markets for our timber. I com-
mend to the Premier in connection with any
new appointment the example of Abraham
Lineoln, one of the greatest Presidents of
the United States, who, despite the protests
of his friends, appointed one of his bitterest
encmics fo the command of all his armies,
beeause he eonsidered that person was the
best man for the position.

Mr. Marshall: That is not what your
Government, did. We have always appointed
the hest man for the position.

Mr. PATRICIK: As far 2= T am con-
cernad, that has nothing to do with what was
done by other Governments. That is myv
own idea of the question.

Mr. Marshall: Your
did that.

Mr. SPEARKER: Order!

Mr. PATRICK: I intend fo draw atten-
tion, as I did last session, to the failure of
the Glovernment to uphold the laws of the
State. I suggest, as T did then, that as this
is a democratic conntrv, the Government
should, if it is not prepaved to cenforce the
law, take a rcferendum of the people an
such matters as starting-price hetting and
the hour for closing hotels on the goldfields.

rovernment never
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In the Eastern States, where there are
mining distriets, there does not scem to he
any trouble in regard to the hour for ¢losing
hotels, and there is no differential policy
with regard to that matter. [n this State,
however, there is. The other important ques-
tion is whether the people want ithe
arbitration law and, if they do, whether they
want it enforced. Tf the people want the
arbitration law, then the Government should
throw the whole force of the law hehind the
people’s verdict. T desire to quote svme re-
marks made hy My, President Dwyer of the
State Arhiteation Court, remarks which vre
a distinet rebuke to the present Government.
After the goldficlds strike JMr, President
Dwyer said—

When and so soon as an offence agninst
arbitration law is regarded the same as an
offenee against other laws of the community,
arbitration will be the full success that we
hope it to be. The time may eome, I believe
and am Aiopeful, when people will look upon
a strike against an award, or a serious stop-
page of work, as heing just as grave an
offence against the commurity as  other
offences that are punished with all the forees
of the community behind the punishment.

In this State the CGovernment is assisting
to wreck, instead of uphold, the Arhitration
Act. T desire to refor to the deplorable ve-
marks made by the member for South Fre-
mantle {Mr, Fox}, who practically said he
would be prepared to hreak any law
of the State if, in his opinion or in
the opinion of his followers, that law
was wrong, It was interesting to
note that the hon. member delved back
into history to support his remarvks.
In all the instances he gave, the people who
at that time rebelled against the laws had
absolutely no say in making them: thex had
no vate for the governing, institutions of the
time and. of course, were justified in rebol-
ling against laws in the making of which
they tnok no part. But there is no exense
for such aetion in n demoeratic eountry,
where evory person can vote and take port
in the making of the laws. 1 repeat, it was
a most deplorable =tatement for the hon,
member to make. A fownonths age, one of
the big wnions in this State asked its mem-
bers to take a referendum on the question
whether they would observe an arbitration
award of the State, The leaders of the
union advised the memhers to vofe against
observance, vet I did not notice at the time
that the Government oven vebuked that
open deflance of one of the Jaws of the
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State. Here I would like (o jquote from a
speech made by the late Mr. MeCallum when
he was introdueing the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Bill. He said (“Hansard” 1924, page
513)—

We set up at the head of the machinery a
court, Then we provide for industrial magis-
trates, industrial boards, boards of reference,
demurcation boards, compulsery confercnees
and concilintion committees; but all these
tribunals will be under the control and
authority of the court itself,

Ay, McCallum also said {page 510 of the
same volume)—

I waunt to emphasise the point that in the
seleetion of the ehairman, we do not propose
to leave the appointment to the Minister.
It may suit us as a party while we are in
power te appoint our own chairman; but we
do not propose that party polities shall be
brought into the working of these tribunals
at all.

Dealing with this phase, that is, appoint-
ments by the Minister, Ay, MeCallum re-
minded the Hounse that Australia lost the
serviees of Mr. Justice Higgins as President
of the Commonwealth Avrbitration Cowrt,
owing to this very principle. Mr. Justice
[iggins objected to the sctting up by a
political head of independent tribunals that
might give decisions merely to meet the
exigeneies of the moment. To eall public
attention to it, he mmade that statement and
retired from his post. I do not desire
longer to weary the House: members can
make their own deductions from a recent
decizion of the Minister for Employment.

Dealing with another phase of this mat-
ter, we know that the trade union mave-
ment in Australia strongly supports the
lLeague of Nations and collective secunrity.
A conference is to be held in this State
cither this or next year at which it will be
stnted that the movement will have nothing
ta do with assisting the defence programme
of Anstralia unless Australia supports the
llengue of Nations and colleetive seeurity.
Of eourse, the decisions of the League de-
pend upon nations aeeepting arbitration in
disputes, and how is it possible in this
world sphere to carry out a decision by
arbitration if in a single industry a union
cannot he made to obey the law? To my
mind, the position would be amusing if it
were not tragic. In faet, strikers against
luw nve the real and unthinking enemies of
democraey: and so with Governments who
palter with laws to save the hour. They
are enemies of demoeracy. 1In Fascist
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countries like Lialy, liberty as developed by
Mazzini and Garibaldi is dead. New gen-
erations taught and edncated in the belief
that the State is the supreme object of
worship, are arising. They are being tanght
that demoeracy is something of no value,
that the only thing they must look to is the
State. They have no individual liberty., If
such a doctrine be instilled into the minds
of the younger generation, many years will
be required Dbefore the liberty it has
lost ean be restored. AMazzini told the
voung men of [taly te love their country,
obey -its laws, love humanity, and, above
all, to Jove the ideal., The ideal in his
mind was the religion that had been handed
down to his people. In demoeratic coun-
tries children should be taught the same
doctrine. To aveid the dangers of Fascism,
there should be inculeated on their minds
the duty of observing their country’s laws:
they should be faught to love liberty, but
io love liberty within and protected by the
law.

HON, P. D. PERGUSON (Irwin-Moore)
[359]: T move—
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.

Hon. P. N, FERGUSON: After having
listened to 42 speeches, and very patiently
too, you will not, I am sure, Mr. Speaker,
condemn me if T make my remarks very
brief.

L.abour members: Hear, hear!

Hon, P. . FERGUSON: If it would not
be wearisome to vou I should like to say
how pleased T am that you have been ele-
vated to the highest office to which this
Honse can elect one of its members. As a
result of my long aequaintanee with wou, I
have no doubt of your ability to dischavwe
with eredit to vourself and satisfaction to
the members of this House the duties at-
taching to the important position you now
ocenpy. I shonld also like to offer my con-
gratulations to mv friend the new Minister
for Mines and Health (Hon. A. H. Pan-
ton). T do not think the Labour Party
ecould have chosen from its ranks a man
more suitable to carry out the duties at-
taching t{n those important portfolios. T
further desire {o congratulate the new
memhers for Hannans (Mr. TLeahy) and
Sussex (Mr. Willmott) npon their election
to this Chamber. Those members will he
following in the footsteps of two men who
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remilered signal serviee to Western Austra-
ita, namely the former Minister for Mines
(the late Hon. 8. W, Munsie) and the late
AMr. Brockman, both of whom were men
wheo, with singleness of purpose, devoted
themselves to the task entrusted to them
by their respective electors and who, dur-
ing the time they spent in this Chamber,
enrned the respect and esteem of members
on both sides of the House.

A glanee at the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech
does not afford mueh inspiration to one de-
siring to refer to it. It is a matter of very
great regret to me—and I believe also to
many other members in this Chamber—that
no mention was made of any legislation to
be introduced dealing with the marketing
of primary produets. Never was there a
time in the history of the State when such
a genuine and widespread demand existed
for that tyvpe of legislation, On account of
the sure and steady deeline in the value of
our primary commodities, it should have
heen apparent to the Government that some
assistance in that direction was essential in
the interests of primary produncers generally.
Attempts have heen made by private mem-
bers to infroduce legislation dealing with the
marketing of individual commodities such as
egas, mitk, dried fruits and so on.

Mr. Wamer: And onions.

Hon. I*. D. FERGUSON: Yes, we have
just had notice of the intention of a member
to introduce a measare to deal with the
marketing of onions. The realisation by
some members of the necessity for legisla-
tion ta deal with the marketing of individual
products such as those I have indicated,
ought surely to he a proof of the necessity
forr placing on the statute-hook n eomprehen-
sive measure under which the marketing of
any primary ecommaodity could be under-
taken.

The PPremicr interjected.

ITon, P. D. FERGUSON: Yes. T am =orry
that the Speaker, during the (ime he was on
the Mogr of the Hounse, did not achieve greater
sueeess in the divection T have indicated.

Hon. €. G Latham: The Premier will
surcecdl in making this n long speeeh if he
is not eareful.

Hon. P. D. FERGTUSOXN: A nuestion of
vital importanee ta primary producers is the
demand for a home econsumption price for
vartons primary products and. particnlarly
at this stage, for wheat. At the present
moment a eonference is being held in the
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Eastern Stutes to consider this matter, and
I understand that shortly there is to be 2
meeting of the Anstralian Agricnltural Coun-
cil, when any decisions reached by the pre-
sent conference may he further implemented.
It is rather a pity that Western Australia
is represented at that eonference by a Minis-
ter whe is not vitally concerned in this mat-
ter. The Minister for Lands has never been
interested in it and I am afraid he never
will be. I would have preferved to see this
State represented by the Minister for Agri-
eulture, had he been here, or the Premier.
The matter is of such vital importance that
I think the Premier would have been jus-
tified in atfending the gathering and would
have earned the gratitude of the members of
this House and of Western Australia as a
whole had he done so. I hope that in the
diseussion of the multiplicity of proposals
that have heen mooted to bring ahout a rea-
sonably profitable price for wheat, sweet
reasonableness will prevail and that as a re-
sult of the deliberations some scheme will be
evolved that will mect with the approval of
the Parliaments of all the States. There is
no doubt that the world priee for wheat
to-day is absolutely unremunerative to those
engaged in its production. The other night
the member for Nedlands (Hon. N. Keenan)
made some remarks in this connection and
his opinion may be regarded as typieal of
the opinion of those members of the com-
munity that are inferested in the marketing
of wheat rather than in its production. T
observe that the member for Nedlands said
“the farmer memhers might as well cease
their parrot ery that if the farmers had the
protection that the tariff affords those en-
gaged in secondary industries, all wonld be
well.” He went on to indicate that in his
opinion a tariff of 2s. a bushel might help.
I can tell the hon. memher that a tarviff of
£2 a bushel would not help. No tariff ean
possibly belp the grower of wheat at the
present time.

Mr. MeDonald: That is what the member
for Nedlands said.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
not interject when he is out of his seat.

Hon. P. I FERGUSON: The hon. mem-
ber is highly disorderly in interjecting at
all.  What the members on these benches
say—and we were misrepresented by the
member for Nedlands—is that the Arbitra-
tion Court protects the employees in the
sceondary industries and determines their
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standard of living and that the tariff protects
the manufacturer in the secondary industries,
and what is more, the actual cost of imported
manufactured artieles plus the tariff—prob-
ably the highest tariff in the world—is the
price of the manufactuerd article that has to
be paid by the consumer in Australia.
The producers of Western Australin and
Australia generally only seek the same pro-
teetion. They do not want more or less.
Too long has the produncer of this country
paid the price of manufactured articles
which has been bolstered up by high tariffs
and the operations of the Arbitration ‘Court.
He has not been privileged to get any
shelter from cither of these protective mea-
sures, which have done so mneh in the in-
terests of the manufacturer and the em-
ployees of the manufacturer. When the op-
porfunity was given to us some litile time
ago, by means of the Federal Referendum
which, had it been carried, would have en-
abled this country o pass legislation to give
the producer some of the benefits the tariff
and the Arbitration Court have bestowed
upon other sections of the eommunity, the
present Government and the member for
Nedlands (Hon., N. Keenan) suceessfully did
their utmost to defeat the proposals put be-
fore the people by the Federal Grovernment.
The hon. member, in his past activities, has
not helped very much to assist those engaged
in primary produetion to bring about con-
stitutional legislation that would he of fre-
mendous benefit to the primary producer.
Unfortunately, in Australia there never has
been any sort of alignment between the
price charged for secondary commodities
manufactured in Australia or imported, and
those from primary production. I have
never been able to understand the reason for
that. We have one or two instances of
where an alignment between the home con-
sumption price and the orderly marketing
of that percentage of our commodities which
is marketed overseas has been brought about.
Alihough this has been declared unconstitu-
tional by the highest legal tribunal in the
Empire, nevertheless, until the James case
was tried and the verdiet delivered, the legis-
lation which conirolled the marketing of
dried fruits and dairy products was ex-
tremely beneficial to those engaged in the
prodnetion of those two commodities. There
is no reason why that legislation should not
have been extended to include other commo-
dities. When the Privy Council decided this



[25 Avcusr, 1938.]

was unconstitutional, and the Federal Gov-
ernment desired to rectify the position, the
Labour Party, and at least some members
of the National Party, endeavoured to per-
snade the people of Western Australia
against giving our pecple the opportunity to
seeure some of the benefits that the sections
of the community they represent had pos-
sessed for years.

Hon, C. G. Latham: They misrepresented
the position.

1lon. P. D. FERGUSON: T hope there
will he a successful outeome of the confer-
enee of Preniiers and others that is being
held at the moment, and that the unfortun-
ate position into which the wheatgrowers
have fallen will in some way be alleviated.
Some years ago legislation was placed on
the statute-book to deal with the marketing
of wholemilk in the metropolitan area, and
considerable benefits have been derived from
it by the sections of the community engaged
in the production of milk. Reeently the
hoard of econtrol deemed it wise, after care-
ful consideration, to inercase the price of
wiltk to the prodacers by 14, por gallon. As
a result of that decision, those who weare en-
gaged in the distribution of milk in the
metropolitan area  have earrvied a motion
that they will not comply with the decision
of the hoard. They intend to adopt a course
of direet aetion. They may have been
tempted to fake this step hy the example
afforded by the State Government in one ov
two directions. Tt would he a very good
thing if the distributors of milk in the metro-
politan arca persisted in their decision to
take direct action. The distribution of milk
in Perth is not carried on along ceonomic
lines. A great deal of money is wasted
through half a dozen milk earts delivering
in practieally every street in Perth. 1t
would be a good plan if the distributors de-
cided not to pay this price fo the producers,
and if the bhoard cancelled all their lieenses
and gave them to the producers. I believe
that within a week the producers could for-
mulate a plan for the distribution of milk
in the metropolitan area at half the ecost
now incurred by those engaged in the work
of distribution. That would give the con-
sumers of milk in the metropolifan area an
opportunity to huy the commodity at a ve-
duced price as a result of the more economic
methods that would be adopted if the present
conservative body of distributors ceased

(18]

a7

to operate. The board has the matter en-
tirely in its hands. If the distributors per-
sist in their decision to disobey the lawful
demands of the board, the board can readily
caneel the licenses, and hand them to others
who are prepared to distribute the milk
more econgmically. In my opinion, the pro-
ducers could carry out the work far more
ceconomically than is being done at the pre-
sent time.

The state of affairs that exists at the
Heathcote Mental Fome is causing much
coneern throughout the State. I regret that
iminediately the position that is alleged to
exist in that institution was brought under
the notice of the Government, steps weve
not taken to hold an inguiry. The Govern-
ment has stated its intention to do some-
thing, hut why did it not do something im-
mediately?  The Government has at its
command judges of the Supreme Court, and
recently an additional judge was appointed.
Surely it wounld have been possible to oblain
the services of one of the judges, so that the
inquiry might have been held without delay.

Mr. Hughes: One of the judges would be
very undesirable.

Hon. P. . FERGUSON: I do not think

‘the Ciovernment would appoint anyone who

was undesirable.  Surely the Government
would have cnough concern for public
opinion to choose a man who was suitable
to conduct the investigation. In the interests
of those who are mentally sick and are in-
mates of the instifution, it is not right that
the present state of affairs should be allowed
to continue. The sooner an investigation is
held, and everything at the institution
placed on a hasis satisfactory to the inmates
and the community gencrally, the hetter will
it be for the Government and the State.

There has been a good deal of controversy
in the Press in connection with the delayed
distribution of what is known as rabbit
virus. The C.S5.LR., at the request of the
Commonwealth Government, has conducted
numerous cxperiments at Wardang Island
in conneetion with the virus. To anyone
who reads between the lines it must be ap-
parent that the C.S3.LR. is fairly satisfied
with the results of those experiments. For
some unexplained veason, however, there is
delay in making the virns available to the
States. 1 would suggest to the Premier that
he might immediately take up with the
Federal Government the quesfion of allow-
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ing the virus to he imported into Australia
for use in Western Australia, if the other
States arc not anxious to utilise it them-
selves. There bas heen delay, I believe, on
account of representations made by vested
interests in the skin industry. Survely the
rabbit's skin and carease are of infinitely
small value to Australia compared with the
damage the vabbit pest has eaused and is
causing.  There shonld be no unnecessary
delay in the distribution of the virus.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Have not we a rep-
resentative there?

Hon. P. . FERGUSON: T do not know.

ITon. C. G. Latham: I cannot bLelieve that
any vested interests would influence him.

Hon. P. 1. Ferguson: Of course, vested
interests would not influence him; but they
may have influenced the Commonwealth
Crovernment.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Would the Common-
wenlth Government be so influenced?

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON : The larger sec-
tion of the Commonwealth Government is
clected and influenced by commereial in-
terests, and commereial interests are largelv
coneerned with the cxport of rabbit ecar-
cases and rabbit skins. It does appear to
me that those commereial interests—and not
only those assoeiated with skins and ear-
cases, but the commercial interests generally
of the Eastern States—have considerable
influence on the United Australin Pariv,
which is the dominant party in the Federal
Parliament.

Country schools and their equipment are
giving coucern fo the residents of country
distriets. There is a general belief that mueh
of the furniture in country schools is dere-
lict furniture from metropolitan sehools.
Whether that is so T am not in a position to
say, but I do know that a great deal of the
furnitare and equipment generally in eonn-
try schools is entirelv unsuitahle for auv
child to receive its cdueation among. T
more than one school in  my  elee-
torate T have seen the childven’s desks
split from one end to the other and tied
up with string and wire. T know of one
instance where parents wonld not allow their
children to sit on the forms unless they took
eushions to sit on, I have seen deske falling
to pieeces. T have seen them tied up with
wire and string from one end to {he other.
That is not a proper state of affairs, and
something shounld Dbe done to improve the
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position. It would be preferable if more
money had been spent on the equipment of
country schools, instead of such a huge sum
heing spent on one metropolitan school.

At East Perth there is a school whieh has
heen erceted at a cost of about £78,000.
Aceording to figures furnished recently, the
school cost something like £117 for every
child it is capable of accommodating. It
has aeccommodation for G669 girls, and its
cost was £78,000 odd, equal to £117 per
child; whereas the cost of the Merredin
school—one of the best of our country
schools, well above the average—the cost is
£15 per child. That is £15 compared with
£117. Many other country sehools have cost
less than 50 per cent. of what the Merredin
school cost. Yet in the metropolitan area we
can have a school that eost £117 per child.
While conntry schools arc being starved for
equipment, the equipment in the East Perth
Girls’ School would make the mouth of any
counfry child water that had the privilege
of sceing it.

The fat lamb indusbtry is assuming con-
siderable proportions in Western Amnstralia.
I wish to pay a tribute to the Treasurer for
secing the wisdom of complying with the
request of the Meat Export Company to
provide something in the nature of a guar-
anfee, or else the neeessary finance, to en-
able the company to increase the eapacity
of its Fremanfle works. T believe the eom-
pany will extend very considerably. Our
lambs on the markets of the Old Country
have a very good name, and it is due to our

producers to seec that that good name
is maintained. I Telieve it will he
maintained. In this conneetion T
wish to pay a tribute to what iy

known as the Lamb Committee at the
Department of Agriculture. Although the
members of the eommittee have not re-
ceived much commendation for the work
they have done, nevertheless I helicve that
as the resnlt of their advice a very sound
foundalion was laid for our fat lamb in-
dustry. It is fitting, in my opinion, to he
recorded that the work of the committee
has been of great benefit to the State.
Quite recently the Department of Agri-
culture has lost the services of two of its
foremost men— Dr. Sutton and Mr. Pitt-
man. Those two gentlemen have done most
useful work in the Department of Agrienl-
ture. and Western Australia owes them a
very considerable debt. T greatly regret
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that their services have been lost to the
State.

I notice that since the appointment of
the new Minister for Health considerable
energy and great enthusiasm have been put
into the proposal to ereect a new hos-
pital for Perth, There is ample justifica-
tion for improvement and expansion in that
direction; but I do consider that the
people of the metropolitan ares, the people
who ave to be served by the hospital, should
contribute something toward its support.
The member for Murchison (Mr. Marshall)
—and I want the bhon. nember to listen to
this—says that it is a State hospital and
that people come from all over Western
Australia to get attention there.

Mr. Marshall: So they do.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: And so they do
in the case of every other hospital in the
State. Perhaps the ficures I am about to
guote will eonvey something to the hon. mem-
ber. With regard to Perth Hospital, of
patients treated for the year ended on the
30th June, 1938, 14 per cent. came from
ontside the distriets which are served hyv
the local governing hodies of the metropoli-
tan area. So of course the institution is
entitled to some econsideration from that
aspect. But now let us take a few typical
country hospitals. In the case of Bussel-
ton, for the same peried, 22 per cent. of the
patients treated came from without that
area, In the case of Albany, for the same
period, 38 per cent. of the patients treated
came from outside that area; and I do not
mean only from outside the town of Al-
bany, but from ountside the districts of the
local governing bodies surrounding Albany.
At Katanning, for the same period, the
percentage was 39, and, similarly, for
Merredin it was 29 per cent. These figures
serve to indicate that in the case of every
hospital in Western Australia a considerable
percentage of the patients treated comes
from outside the area that would ordinarily,
and should ordinarily, be served by the
institution.

Mr. Sampson: Your figures regarding the
country hospitals swamp the percentage for
the Perth Hospital.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOXN: They indicate,
for instanee, that at Katanning, where 39
per cent. of the patients were from outside
districts, the Iocal people had to contribute
towards the foundation of their hospital be-
fore they could get any assistance from the
Government.
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Hon. C. G. Latham: They had to econ-
tribute 50 per cent.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: Yes. Those con-
tributions were backed up by assistance
from the hospital tax and from the Lotteries
Commission. If there is justification for
assistance from the Government in the pro-
vision of a hospital for Perth, where 14 per
ceut. only of the patients came from districts
outside the metropolitan-suburban area, how
much more justification is there for Govern-
ment assistance to country hospitals?

Ay, Cross: Are there not many metropoli-
tan people who visit country centres?

Hon., P. D, FERGUSON: Yes,

Mr. Patrick: They meet with motor acci-
dents and require freatment,

Member: They kill eity people in the
country districts.

Hon, P. D. FERGUSOXN: The only other
auestion I wish to touch upon briefly relates
to starting-price betting. My views coincide
with your own, Mr. Speaker, You recently
rendered a serviee to the State when you
made a public statement in the Press, and 1
comniend vou for the manner in which youn
tackled this problem. I pay a tribute to the
mewmber for Middle Swan (Mr. Hegney) for
the manner in which he supported vour pro-
posals. 1 hope that in any legislation con-
templated by the Government, provision will
be made to cope with the evil, so that it will
not have an opportunity to expand in any
shape or form. To-day it eonstitutes almost
a cuanker in the life of the people of the
nietropolitan area and to a limited extent in
the smaller towns of the rural areas, The
best way to deal with it is to take sowne
drastic  action somewhat along the lines
adopted in Queensland, but certainly not
along those followed in at least one Siate
where there has been no cheek upon the evil
Ratlier has there been a tendency for it to
inerense.

Question put and passed: the Address
adopted.

BILLS (14)—FIRST READING.

1, Fair Reuts.
Introduced by the Minister for Jus-
tice.
2, Workers’ Compensation Act Amend-
ment.
3, State Government Insnrance Office.
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4, Industrial Arbitration Act Amend-
ment.
Introduced by the Minister for
Labour.

5, University Building.
Introduced by the Premier,
6, Burean of Industry and Eeconomic
Research.
Introduced by the Minister for Em-
ployment.
7, Municipal Corporations Act Amend-
ment.
8, Local Courts Aet Amendment.
Introduced by Mr. Cross.
9, Companies Aet Amendment.
Introduced by Mr. Sampson.
10, Fisheries Act Amendment.
Iniroduced by Mr. Waits.
11, Road Distriets Aet Amendment.
Introduced by Mr. Marshall.
12, Alsation Dog Act Amendment.
Introduced by Hon. P. D. Ferguson.
13, Marketing of Onions.
Introduced by Mr. Marshall (for Mr.
Fox).
14, Jury Act Amendment.
Introduced by Mrs. Cardell-Oliver,

House adjourned at 10.48 pam.

Legisiative Council,
Tuesday, 30th August, 1938.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

ASSENT TO BILL.
Message from Lieut.-Governor received

and read notifying assent to the Supply Bill
(No. 1), £2,500,000.

[COUNCIL.]

QUESTION—AGRICULTURE,
WRITING-OFF,

Group Settlement, 1.A.B, and Agricultural
Bank.

Hon. H. SEDDON asked the Chief Secre-
tary: What was the total amount written off
by the following authorities during cach of
the last six years:—(a) Group Settlement
Scheme, (b) Industries Assistance Board,
(e) Agricultural Bank?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:—
{a) Group Settlement:

Year cuded. Amount written off.
£ s. d.

30/6/33 9,543 15 11
30/6/34 11,836 13 5
30/6/35 42431 8 5
30/6/36 57 628 19 2
30/6/37 1, 708 374 18 3
30/6/38 5 238 14 4
£183505¢ 9 6

(b) Industries Assistance Board:

30/6/33 27,176 6 4
30/6/34 46,734 13 3
30/6/35 62,089 14 6
30/6/36 60,009 13 2
30/6/37 .. 431,693 16 11
30/6/38 .. 654,408 7 9

£1,282,198 11 11
{e) Agrieultural Bank:

30/6/33 18,574 14 0
30/6/34 22513 8 8
20/6/35 28,445 3 7
30/6/36 31,226 18 1
30/6/37 403,634 18 8
30/6/38 1,123,002 17 3

£1,627,398 0 3
Discharged Soldicrs’ Settlement Scheme:

30/6/33 28,051 9 ©
30/6/34 27,430 6 11
30/6/35 36,818 17 1
30/6/36 33,552 15 11
30/6/37 331,367 ¢ 11
30/6/38 410,456 2 T

£876,676 13 2

Grand Total: £5,621 327 14z, 10d.

MOTION—TOWN PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT ACT.

To Disallow By-laws.

HON. H. 8. W. PARKER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [4.39]: I move—

That the bhy-laws (Nos. 1 to 7 inelusive)
made under the Town Planning and Develop-
ment Act, 1928, as published in the ‘‘Govern-
ment Gazette’’ on the Sth April, 1938, and laid



